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www.pollyanntrailway.org

Polly Ann Trail
Oakland County

Length: 
16.9 miles

Year Established: 
1997

Ownership: 
Polly Ann Trailway Management 
Council, Orion Township + 
Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources

Surface: 
Crushed Limestone + Asphalt

Communities: 
Orion Twp, Oxford Twp, 
Village of Oxford, Addison Twp 
+ Village of Leonard

Contact Information:
23 E Elmwood 
PO Box 112
Leonard, MI
248.981.1242
manager@pollyanntrailway.org
EIN: 38-3384901

Special Designations: 
Iron Belle Trail-Bike Route (2012)
Pure Michigan Trail (2019)

Mission: To establish and operate a non-
motorized greenway accessible to all, and 
positively impact the lives of all within its 
sphere of influence.

History: In 1883, the Pontiac, Oxford & 
Port Austin (P.O. & P.A.) operated from 
Pontiac to Caseville until the rail line was 
abandoned in 1986.  Thankfully, a small 
group of local residents saw the value of the 
corridor and they have worked to transform 
the former railroad into the well traveled 
Polly Ann Trail.  Today, this linear park is 
used for active transportation, encouraging 
healthy lifestyles, reducing social isolation 
and reconnecting people with nature.

Polly Ann Trail
At A Glance
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The Polly Ann Trail (PAT) begins in Orion Township and spans almost 37 miles across 
northeastern Oakland County and central Lapeer County to the unincorporated town of Kings 
Mill.  Much of the trailway generally follows the former Pontiac, Oxford and Port Austin Railroad 
right-of-way (later obtained by Grand Trunk Western Railroad).  It is important to note that while 
the DNR owns the majority of the trail property, the Polly Ann Trailway Management Council 
oversees the portion in Oakland County and the Friends of the Polly Ann Trail of Lapeer County 
helps guide the development and operation of the trail in Lapeer County.

The focus for this master plan is on the portion of the PAT located in Oakland County, which 
is a 16.9-mile linear park that is open year round to hiking, biking, cross-country skiing and 
horseback riding.  Trail users can enjoy the vistas of the scenic rural countryside and also take 
advantage of the businesses found along major commercial corridors.  The PAT passes through 
the quaint downtowns of Oxford and Leonard and is easily accessible by nearby neighborhoods, 
schools and parks.

After more than 20 years since the Polly Ann Trailway Management Council (PATMC) was 
formed, the five partnering municipalities (Orion Township, Oxford Township, Village of Oxford, 
Addison Township and Village of Leonard) continue to meet on a regular basis.  The PATMC 
and the trail manager oversee the day-to-day operations, maintenance, management and 
construction projects on the trail in Oakland County.

The Polly Ann Trailway Management Council envisions 
a future in which local residents can continue to enjoy:

• a walkable and bike friendly community—using the 
Polly Ann Trail and local spurs to make short trips 
within neighborhoods and towns to access nearby 
amenities

• an active and healthy lifestyle for everyone—
making the most of open space and other non-
motorized connections made possible by the PAT

• a sense of place—defined by natural resources, 
unique cultural amenities and historic features

• an inclusive, universally accessible, non-motorized 
trail network—committed to outdoor recreation 
and active transportation used by pedestrians, 
equestrians, cyclists and cross-country skiers at 
every age and ability

Introduction

Chapter 1:  Community Description

Polly Ann Trail near Greenshield Road
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The purpose of the 2021-2025 Polly Ann Trailway Master Plan is to provide a vision for future 
allocation of resources toward the development, maintenance, programming and operation for 
the segment of the Polly Ann Trail in Oakland County, Michigan.  This plan builds on the 2013-
2017 Polly Ann Trail Recreation Master Plan and was created using the Guidelines for the 
Development of Community Park and Recreation Plans by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (IC1924 Rev. 11/20/2018).

The development of the Polly Ann Trailway Master Plan was overseen by the Polly Ann Trailway 
Management Council and assistance was provided by the Oakland County Department of 
Economic Development & Community Affairs.  The PATMC has representation from each of 
the following five communities: Orion Township, Oxford Township, Village of Oxford, Addison 
Township and Village of Leonard.  This plan does not replace, duplicate or conflict with the 
adopted parks and recreation or community master plans for these municipalities.  Rather, 
this plan complements these documents and continues to encourage a cooperative, multi-
jurisdictional effort.

The priorities of this Trailway Master Plan include:
• Reaffirming the need and benefits of trails and greenways for active transportation and 

outdoor recreation in Southeast Michigan

• Promoting the PAT as a catalyst for encouraging sustainable, healthy, inclusive and 
economically viable communities

• Setting goals and strategic action plan for the PATMC and Polly Ann Trail Manager

• Encouraging connected non-motorized networks that link the Polly Ann Trail with other 
greenways and open spaces in the region and state

• Qualifying for private, local, state and federal grant funding

Purpose of the Plan

Orion Center Trailhead
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The immediate area for this plan is approximately 16.9-miles in length, generally 50 feet wide 
and for the most part follows the former Grand Trunk Western Railroad.  The Oakland County 
portion of the Polly Ann Trail begins near the center of Orion Township at Joslyn Road and 
continues northeast to the Lapeer/Oakland County line at Bordman Road.  This former railroad 
corridor meanders through the five PATMC member communities and a general overview of the 
area can be found in Chapter 4: Community Resource Inventory and demographic information 
is included in Chapter 6: Basis for Action.

The Polly Ann Trail is approximately:
• 40 miles north of the City of Detroit 

• 30 miles southeast of the City of Flint 

• 80 miles east of the City of Lansing

Community Description
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Figure 1.   General Location Map
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Welcome to the

Polly Ann Trail

• Open during daylight hours only.

• No motorized vehicles, except mobility 
devices for disabled persons.

• Bicycles yield to all, Pedestrians 
yield to horses.

• Horses walk only.

• Give audible warning before 
passing.

• Pets on 6 foot leash and under 
control.

• Owners please clean up after dogs 
and horses.

• Possession of alcoholic beverages 
prohibited.

• Speed limit 15 mph.

• Class 1 E-Bikes allowed.

• Helmets recommended for 
bicyclists, skateboarders, and equestrians.

• Put trash in appropriate receptacles.
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Please visit 
www.pollyannlapeer.org for 
information on the Lapeer 

County Polly Ann Trail.
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•  www.pOllyannTrailway.Org  •  248.981.1242  •
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A Partnership Project with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
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Be courteous - Be safe

Enjoy the Polly Ann Trail”
www.pollyanntrailway.org

Trail Rules & Etiquette
For the safety & enjoyment of all

TRAIL EMERGENCY - CALL 911

Figure 2.   Polly Ann Trail―Oakland County Map
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The PATMC was formed in 1997 through an Interlocal Agreement between the five member 
communities pursuant to the Urban Cooperation Act of 1967 (1967 PA 7) and Part 721 of the 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (Part 721 of 1994 PA 451).  A copy of the 
most recent Interlocal Agreement is included in Appendix A.

Part 721 of 1994 PA 451 allows a Trail Management Council to:
• Establish between two or more governmental agencies for the development and 

management of a trail

• Adopt operating procedures and elect officers as deemed appropriate

• Operate and maintain that portion of one or more trails that are owned or under the control 
of the governmental agencies establishing the council

• Operate and maintain that portion of one or more trails that are located on state owned land

• Review and consider current and potential permitted uses of each trail and trail segment 
and provide an easily understood plan for trail users

• Establish protocols for the development and management of a trail, which may include 
signage, trail etiquette, safety guidance, historical and cultural interpretive plan, formula 
for sharing costs of maintenance, plan for linking the trail to nearby water trails, plan for 
providing transit-based access for trail users in order to enhance access for those who may 
not reside in the vicinity of the trail

• Coordinate the enforcement of trail rules and regulations and other applicable laws and 
ordinances, including permitted uses of the trail on trails owned or under the control of the 
governmental agencies establishing the council or, pursuant to an agreement under section 
72105, trails that are located on state owned land

• Receive any grant made from the fund or 
other funding related to that portion of a 
trail within its jurisdiction

• Acquire or hold real property for the 
purpose of operating a trail

• Hold one or more public hearings to 
receive input and provide information on 
the development and management of a 
trail

• Dissolve by the governmental agencies 
that participated in creating the council

Chapter 2:  Administrative 
Structure

Enabling Legislation

Members of the original Polly Ann Trailway 
Management Council circa 1998.
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The PATMC exists to develop, operate and maintain the section of trail in Oakland County, 
Michigan.  Membership is made up of eight people from the five member communities (two 
appointees from each township governing body and one appointee from each of the villages) 
and one resident citizen at large appointed from one of the member communities.  All Council 
members have one vote except the citizen at large, which is a non-voting position.  Each 
member serves for a two year term and the Council elects a Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and 
Treasurer from the existing membership for a one year term.

The Council meets on a regular basis and the meeting locations rotate between the municipal 
offices for each of the member communities.  The PAT Office is currently located in the Village of 
Leonard at Rowland Hall.

An independent contractor position was created in 1997 for a part-time Trail Manager to oversee 
the administrative functions related to the PAT.  In general, the Trail Manager reports directly to 
the Chair of the PATMC and responsibilities include:

• Attend PATMC meetings
• Manage and retain all trail records, public documents, files and communications (e.g. 

emails, phone calls and mail)
• Create an Annual Operations Budget in coordination with the PATMC Chair
• Complete regular trail inspections
• Oversee work done on the trail by contractors, consultants and volunteers
• Prepare requests for proposals, grant applications and other related documents
• Inventory all tools, power/maintenance equipment and PAT materials at least annually
• Coordinate with municipal Parks & Recreation and/or DPW department staff on trail 

maintenance
• Work with website contractor to update PAT website content and social media sites
• Facilitate, manage and coordinate events and programming on the trail
• Administer special use agreements and licenses
• Oversee updates to the 5-year Trailway Master Plan
• Develop marketing and communication materials (e.g. trail maps, flyers and special 

presentations)

In addition, the PATMC is the managing partner for the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, which owns the northern 10.9 miles of the Polly Ann Trail in Oakland County.  The 
ownership and access agreements for the southern portions of trail varies.  Additional details, 
ownership map and related parcel information can be found in Chapter 3: Inventory of Existing 
Recreation Facilities.

Organizational Structure
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Figure 3.   Polly Ann Trail Organizational Chart 
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The PATMC is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit and has the authority to acquire trailway 
property, receive grant funding, enter into contracts and commit funds to complete work on 
the trail related to development, operation, acquisition, programming and maintenance.  An 
Operations Budget for the Polly Ann Trail is prepared annually and is funded through an adopted 
funding formula that the five participating municipalities have agreed upon.  Operating expenses 
include office supplies, utilities, insurance, professional services, maintenance equipment, 
advertising and contracted services.  The table on the following page provides an overview of 
revenues and expenditures related to the Polly Ann Trail. 

Each year the Council approves a Billing Formula, which is based on the following equation:

Community Population / Total Population = Population %

Community Trail Mileage / Total Mileage = Mileage %

(Population % + Mileage %) / 2 = Average %

Overall Budget x Average % = 2020/2021 Unit Share

Fiscal Overview

Community *2018 ACS 
Population

Population
% Mileage Mileage

%
Average

%

Orion Township  35,495 55% 5.14 30% 43%
Oxford Township  18,475 29% 4.16 25% 27%
Oxford Village  3,553 6% 0.94 6% 6%
Addison Township  6,214 10% 5.36 32% 21%
Leonard  350 1% 1.32 8% 4%

64,087 100% 16.91 100% 100%

Community Budget 
Amount X Average

% = 2021
Unit Share

Orion Township $45,000 43%  $19,298.21 
Oxford Township $45,000 27%  $12,016.52 
Oxford Village $45,000 6%  $2,496.87 
Addison Township $45,000 21%  $9,307.31 
Leonard $45,000 4%  $1,881.09 

100% $45,000.00

 Table 1.   2021 Polly Ann Trail Billing Formula

Note: The PATMC approved the following overall budget increases: 
$2,500 in 2020; $4,000 in 2021 and $5,000 in 2022

*The 2018 American Community Survey (ACS) serves as the primary source of data for population. 
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Operating Revenues

Description Adopted
2018 Budget

Adopted 
2019 Budget 

Amended 
2020 Budget

Proposed 
2021 Budget

Opening Fund Balance $5,875.00 $10,345.00 $0.00 $1,341.00
Polly Ann Trail Grant $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $4,375.00 $10,000.00
Interest Savings Account $40.00 $70.00 $70.00 $70.00
Donations, Sales and Reimbursements $20,000.00 $5,000.00 $42,500.00 $0.00
Performance Bond/In Kind Services $2,000.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 $0.00
Contributions Orion Twp $15,007.00 $15,007.00 $15,981.80  $19,298.21 

Contributions Oxford Twp $10,822.00 $10,822.00 $11,525.10  $12,016.52 

Contributions Village of Oxford $2,302.00 $2,302.00 $2,451.80  $2,496.87 

Contributions Addison Twp $8,524.00 $8,524.00 $9,077.40  $9,307.31 

Contributions Village of Leonard $1,845.00 $1,845.00 $1,963.90  $1,881.09 

Net of Revenues/Appropriations $71,415.00 $59,915.00 $87,945.00 $56,411.00

Operating Expenditures

Description Adopted
2018 Budget

Adopted 
2019 Budget 

Amended 
2020 Budget

Proposed 
2021 Budget

Fees Administrative $1,100.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Supplies Office $900.00 $600.00 $75.00 $200.00
Postage $100.00 $150.00 $150.00 $150.00
Services Professional $1,500.00 $2,000.00 $1,500.00 $2,000.00
Membership Dues $200.00 $270.00 $250.00 $255.00
Telephone $300.00 $350.00 $350.00 $350.00
Contracted Services - PAT Manager $21,000.00 $23,000.00 $25,200.00 $24,000.00
Use of Facilities - Leonard $1,845.00 $1,845.00 $1,963.75 $2,155.50
Insurance - Polly Ann Trail $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $2,837.00 $3,000.00
Utilities - Electric PATMC $250.00 $300.00 $300.00 $300.00
Utilities - Water $120.00 $300.00 $900.00 $900.00
Maintenance of Grounds $23,000.00 $12,000.00 $35,000.00 $12,000.00
Equipment and Hardware $10,000.00 $7,000.00 $13,000.00 $3,000.00
Fuel and Oil $400.00 $400.00 $200.00 $400.00
Miscellaneous $0.00 $100.00 $2,819.25 $100.50
Miscellaneous - Advertising and Web $600.00 $500.00 $900.00 $500.00
Miscellaneous - Licenses and Fees $100.00 $100.00 $0.00 $100.00
PATMC Sponsored Event Expenses $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $1,500.00 $1,000.00
Grant Expenses $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $0.00 $5,000.00

Total Expenditures $71,415.00 $59,915.00 $87,945.00 $56,411.00

Table 2.   Polly Ann Trail Budget
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The PATMC maintains relationships with a variety of municipal agencies and civic groups to 
coordinate the use and maintenance of the Polly Ann Trail.  A description of these partnerships 
is provided below.

Trail Sponsor Program
The PATMC works with individuals and local 
businesses that are interested in sponsoring 
the installation of new benches, picnic tables  
or trash receptacles.  In addition, sections 
of the trail can be adopted and groups can 
help to remove debris and litter from the trail 
and report any issues or damage to the Trail 
Manager between regular trail inspections.  
Recognition signs are installed along the trail 
to identify the various sponsorship partners.

Oakland County WWAM Program
The Oakland County Weekend & Weekday 
Alternative for Misdemeanants (WWAM) 
program provides the Polly Ann Trail with 
supervised participants completing required 
community service in lieu of jail time each 
year from March - November.  WWAM crews 
often participate in littler clean-ups, brush 
and overgrown vegetation removal and other 
special trail related maintenance projects.

Scouting Organizations
The PATMC works with local scout troops 
to help individuals successfully obtain the 
rank of Eagle Scout.  The Polly Ann Trail has 
many Eagle Scout projects along the length 
of the trail.

Municipal Parks and DPW Staff
The PATMC has a good working relationship 
with the municipal Parks & Recreation staff 
and Department of Public Works staff.  They 
work collaboratively to maintain the Polly Ann 
Trail.

Partner + Volunteer Groups

Example of a sponsor sign.

Scout Troop 130 installed a small 
shade shelter for the bench near 
Bordman Road.
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Chapter 3:  Inventory of 
Existing Recreation Facilities

Trail Amenities + Related Facilities
A complete inventory of existing trailway facilities, amenities and special designations provides 
a base of information to use in developing the Action Program and is an essential component 
of a master plan.  In addition, gathering information on adjacent properties, programming and 
features that relate to the Polly Ann Trail will assist in the decision making process.

This chapter of the plan includes:

• Trail user experience and trail etiquette considerations

• Facility types

• Barrier free accessibility evaluation and amenity inventory

• Jurisdiction map and parcel information for assets related to the Polly Ann Trail

• Information on regional parks, Oakland County trail network and regional non-motorized 
trails

• Previously funded grant projects

Bob Godkin was a great supporter of the Polly Ann and served on 
the Trail Council as the Citizen Representative for many years.  He 
was an avid woodworker and handcrafted the bench pictured above 
for the trail.  Bob passed away in 2019 and will be greatly missed.

April 12, 1934 – May 26, 2019
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User Experience + Trail Etiquette
The Polly Ann Trailway Management Council encourages many user groups such as 
pedestrians, cyclists, equestrians, cross-country skiers, people with disabilities, pets on leashes 
with their owners and people viewing wildlife to enjoy the trail.  However, being a multi-use 
facility has potential to create user conflicts and challenges for the Trail Manager.  It is important 
to consider safety, convenience, condition and amenities that appeal to all user types and 
abilities.  The following should be considered at locations where various modes come together 
to reduce conflicts and improve safety and comfort levels for all users.  In addition, the typical 
facility types on the following page should be noted as part of the inventory of existing pathway 
facilities and considered when making new connections to the trail.

Pedestrians
• Appropriate traffic control devices (signs vs. signals), detectable warning surfaces and 

traffic calming measures at trail/road intersections
• Pushbutton activated signalization where applicable
• Provide amenities like benches, public art, trash receptacles, public restrooms and drinking 

fountains (for both people and pets)

Cyclists
• Appropriate trail/road intersection treatments like paved approaches and curb ramps
• Wayfinding signage with distance and direction to key destinations
• Provide amenities like bicycle parking, repair stations and air pumps at optimal locations
• Good trail surface quality and links to adjacent parks and connector trails
• Consideration given to the use and design of bollards and other barriers
• Provide a bike lane or wide paved shoulder along roadway connector routes

Equestrians
• Ensure overhead vegetation is cut back (10 foot minimum clearance)
• Amenities like hitching posts, horse trailer parking, mounting blocks, water troughs and 

shaded corrals
• Links to nearby equestrian facilities using roadway connector routes with low traffic 

volumes and low speed limits
• Consideration given to the use, visibility and design of bollards and other barriers
• Promote proper manure removal/management from the trailway surface

Motorists
• Improve sight lines and visibility at trail/road intersections
• Properly placed warning signage and crosswalk markings
• Quality of the pavement surface at trail/road crossings
• Improve awareness of proper response to non-traditional traffic control devices such as 

pedestrian hybrid beacons and rectangular rapid flashing beacons
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Shared Use Path / Trail
• Multi-use pathways for both recreation and active 

transportation like walking, biking and horseback riding
• Generally separated from roadways by open space
• Two way travel

Sidepath (also known locally as Safety Path)
• Multi-use pathways that are generally located within a 

road right-of-way and are parallel to a road
• Separated from the roadway surface by green space
• Generally wider than sidewalks
• Curb cuts and driveways pose conflict points for users
• Two way travel

Sidewalk
• Pathways that are generally located within a road right-

of-way and are parallel to a road
• Separated from the roadway surface by a curb or 

unpaved clear space
• Intended for use by pedestrians

Bike Lane
• A portion of a roadway which has been designated 

by striping, signing and pavement markings for the 
preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists

• Typically one way travel in the same direction as motor 
vehicles

Wide Paved Shoulder
• Provides space for pedestrians and cyclists but not 

marked for a specific use
• Occasionally used by delivery vehicles and disabled 

vehicles
• Generally 4-feet or wider

Typical Trail + Pathway Facility Types
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In 1997, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) purchased the first segment 
of the former P.O. & N. Railroad right-of-way.  The property purchased in Oakland County is 
generally 50 feet wide and extends from the centerline of Bordman Rd to the centerline of 
Indianwood Rd.  The PATMC entered into a lease agreement in 1998 and committed to the 
development, management, operation and maintenance of the trail in partnership with the DNR.

In 2007, the DNR and PATMC worked with Koenig Sand & Gravel to relocate the trail through 
the property and received a recreational trail easement.  The trail was moved approximately 750 
feet south of the original railroad alignment and as a result runs parallel with Lakeville Rd (see 
Appendix F: Easements + Agreements for Koenig Easement document).

The Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) worked with the PATMC to 
construct a pedestrian bridge over M-24 in 
Downtown Oxford.  When the trains were 
active, they would cross at grade in this 
location.  In 2007, the pedestrian bridge 
was opened for trail users to cross the 
busy thoroughfare.  MDOT has agreed 
to maintain the structural integrity of the 
pedestrian bridge.  In 2018, the bridge was 
formally named the Larry Obrecht Bridge, 
paying tribute to the long-time trail advocate 
and first Polly Ann Trail manager.

Polly Ann Trail Jurisdiction + Ownership

The bridge over M-24 in Downtown Oxford was 
formally named the Larry Obrecht Bridge on 
National Trails Day–June 2, 2018.

Crowd on National Trails Day–June 2, 2018 at the 
bridge ceremony in Downtown Oxford.

Polly Ann Trail champions pictured above 
from left to right: Jim Marleau, 
Frank Fountain and Larry Obrecht
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From Indianwood Rd south to Joslyn Rd, the trail route follows a sidepath and a short section 
of sidewalk.  Orion Township is responsible for the maintenance of this section.  The former 
railroad parcels south of Indianwood Rd were purchased by The Orion Express Railroad, Inc. 
circa 1987 and have been integrated into the “new” course at Indianwood Golf & Country Club.

The PATMC owns the parcels from Joslyn Rd to about 350’ south of Scripps Rd.  These 
parcels were a donation from Stan Aldridge in 2002.  The parcels from Scripps Rd south to 
the International Transmission Company (ITC) property are owned by Orion Township.  The 
Township purchased these parcels from Grand Trunk Western Railroad in 2008.  An easement 
was obtained from ITC to link the trail west from the railroad right-of-way about 775’ to the 
sidepath on the west side of Joslyn Rd.

Orion Township has decided not to develop the ¼ mile of trail right-of-way south of the ITC 
corridor at this time.  The status of the railroad tracks adjacent to the General Motors Orion 
Assembly Plant south to CN Railway remains active.  There is a potential future trail connection 
to the Clinton River Trail in the City of Pontiac if the railroad were to be abandoned (see Figure 
9 on page 27).

The following pages contain a map of the trail jurisdiction and a table of the parcels and owner 
names.

Existing Polly Ann Trail crossing at Joslyn Rd. near the ITC transmission corridor.
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Parcel Owner/Jurisdiction Trail Length
State of Michigan 10.9 mi
Village of Leonard NA
Koenig Sand & Gravel Co. 1.3 mi
143 Development Company Inc. 0.2 mi
Polly Ann Trailway Management Council 1.9 mi
Lakes of Indianwood Sub Assoc. NA
Orion Township 2.5 mi
ITC Transmission Co. 0.1 mi

Figure 4.   Polly Ann Trail Jurisdiction Map 
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

The map above illustrates the 
various owners for the property 
that makes up the 16.9-mile 
Polly Ann Trail in Oakland 
County.
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Parcel ID # Acreage Type Community Parcel Owner Name
05-02-251-003 3.32 ac Fee Simple Township of Addison Michigan Department of Treasury

05-02-326-004 3.14 ac Fee Simple Township of Addison Michigan Department of Treasury

05-10-326-002 2.36 ac Fee Simple Township of Addison Michigan Department of Treasury

05-15-102-003 1.56 ac Fee Simple Township of Addison Michigan Department of Treasury

05-16-226-006 7.62 ac Fee Simple Township of Addison Michigan Department of Treasury

05-19-326-013 5.60 ac Fee Simple Township of Addison Michigan Department of Treasury

05-20-226-022 7.52 ac Fee Simple Township of Addison Michigan Department of Treasury

05-21-101-002 1.60 ac Fee Simple Township of Addison Michigan Department of Treasury

05-10-426-009 3.06 ac Fee Simple Village of Leonard Michigan Department of Treasury

05-11-126-005 6.19 ac Fee Simple Village of Leonard Michigan Department of Treasury

05-11-303-008 2.00 ac Fee Simple Village of Leonard Village of Leonard

04-23-302-068 5.72 ac Easement Charter Township of Oxford 143 Development Company Inc

04-23-302-069 3.85 ac Easement Charter Township of Oxford 143 Development Company Inc

04-23-476-001 10.23 ac Easement Charter Township of Oxford Koenig Sand & Gravel Co

04-23-476-004 1.88 ac Easement Charter Township of Oxford Koenig Sand & Gravel Co

04-24-351-001 2.41 ac Easement Charter Township of Oxford Koenig Sand & Gravel Co

04-24-451-001 75.57 ac Easement Charter Township of Oxford Koenig Sand & Gravel Co

04-23-476-003 1.54 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-23-301-002 2.47 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-24-451-004 1.16 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-27-101-004 4.32 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-28-480-002 2.12 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-33-226-006 1.46 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-33-451-007 4.05 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-22-383-003 0.75 ac Fee Simple Village of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-22-458-006 0.38 ac Fee Simple Village of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-22-476-004 0.63 ac Fee Simple Village of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-23-351-003 0.73 ac Fee Simple Village of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-22-455-007 0.62 ac Fee Simple Village of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-22-385-022 1.36 ac Fee Simple Village of Oxford Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

04-22-476-001 0.17 ac Fee Simple Village of Oxford Polly Ann Trailway Mgt Council

09-28-126-003 6.25 ac Lease 1016-10 Charter Township of Orion ITC Transmission Co

09-04-201-006 3.49 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Michigan Dept of Natural Resources

09-04-278-013 0.17 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Polly Ann Trailway Mgt Council

09-04-278-015 0.20 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Polly Ann Trailway Mgt Council

09-04-278-014 0.20 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Polly Ann Trailway Mgt Council

09-16-426-002 3.24 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Polly Ann Trailway Mgt Council

09-21-276-002 0.40 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Polly Ann Trailway Mgt Council

09-16-226-002 3.79 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Polly Ann Trailway Mgt Council

09-09-426-027 3.74 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Polly Ann Trailway Mgt Council

09-09-226-016 2.87 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Polly Ann Trailway Mgt Council

09-21-502-006 6.29 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Orion Township

09-28-502-002 3.34 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Orion Township

09-04-202-013 0.12 ac Fee Simple Charter Township of Orion Orion Township

NA NA Road Right-of-Way Charter Township of Orion Road Commission for OC/Orion Township

Table 3.   Polly Ann Trail Jurisdiction
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Trail Barrier Free Accessibility Rating
The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(ADA) requires all areas of public service 
to have barrier-free accessibility, including 
recreation facilities, public rights-of-way 
and shared use paths.  The Polly Ann 
Trailway Management Council continues 
to make improvements and is working 
towards bringing all trailway infrastructure 
and amenities up to full compliance with 
current ADA Accessibility Guidelines and the 
Architectural Barriers Act standards.  Future 
trail development projects will consider 
Principals of Universal Design when possible.  
Accessibility guidelines and standards can be 
found at: www.access-board.gov/guidelines-
and-standards.

The evaluation and inventory of the Polly Ann 
Trail was completed in the fall of 2020 and is 
based on the criteria below.  The inventory 
and location map can be found on the 
following pages.

New amenities are being added to the trailheads 
to improve user experience.  The picnic table 
above has been installed on a concrete pad at the 
Water Depot Trailhead, however it is missing an 
access path to/from the trail.  This is one example 
of a barrier free accessibility improvement needed 
along the trail.

Rating General Description

1 None of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.

2 Some of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.

3 Most of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design.

4 All of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design

5 The facility meets the Principals of Universal Design.

Table 4.   Trail Barrier Free Accessibility Rating
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Notes
Parking Areas/Bridges/Trail Amenities

A Leonard Trailhead 
(30 spaces) 2 4 N 3 • • • • • • Horse corral available.  

(a.k.a. Leonard Yard)

B Lake George Rd 
Trailhead (6+ spaces) 1 4 N N/A • • (a.k.a. Milk Run)

C Hosner Road Parking 
(2 spaces) 2 4 N N/A • (a.k.a. M&M Junction)

D Larry Obrecht Bridge N/A 4 C N/A
N/A

Good condition. 2019 
bridge inspection report

E Pleasant Street Parking 
Lot (21 spaces) 4 4 A N/A • • • Village of Oxford owns 

the parking lot.

F Oxford Library/Powell 
Lake Park Trailhead 3 4 A 3 • • Restrooms/drinking 

fountain in Library. 
(a.k.a. Weigh Station)

G Powell Lake Overlook 3 4 W N/A
N/A

H
Paint Creek Drain 
Bridge (a.k.a. James 
Lumber Bridge)

N/A 4 L N/A
N/A

Bridge Inspection is 
needed.

I Indian Trl Bridge N/A 4 L N/A
N/A

Bridge Inspection is 
needed.

J Indianwood Road 
Parking (7 spaces) 2 4 N N/A

(a.k.a. Indianwood 
Crossing)

K Square Lake Bridge 
(North of Clarkston Rd)

N/A 4 L N/A
Bridge Inspection is 
needed.

L Orion Township Library 
Parking (7+ spaces) 3 4 A 4 • • Restrooms/drinking 

fountain inside Library

M Clarkston Road 
Trailhead (13 spaces) 2 4 N N/A • • • • (a.k.a. Water Depot)

N Orion Center Trailhead 
(34 spaces) 3 4 N 4 • •

Restrooms/water in 
Orion Center; Improved 
path planned in 2021; 
Adult Fitness Station

O New Orion Township 
Municipal Complex

Expected to be 
completed in late 2021

P Orion Township Offices/
Civic Center Park 1 4 A 4 • • Restrooms at Sheardy 

Pavilion

K
e
y

N/A – Not Applicable

N – Natural Surface

A – Asphalt Surface

L – Crushed Limestone Surface

C – Concrete Surface

W – Wood Surface

Table 5.   Amenity Inventory + Evaluation
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Notes
Road/Trail Intersections

1 Joslyn Rd #1 • • • • • 4 L Trail is a two-track; resurfacing needed.

2 Waldon Rd • • • • • 4 L Trail is a two-track; resurfacing needed.

3 Greenshield Rd • • N/A 4 L
4 Scripps Rd • • N/A 4 L
5 Clarkston Rd • • • • • • 4 L Need additional signage & confidence markers 

along sidepath to Paint Creek Trail

6 Joslyn Rd #2 • • • • • • 2 L/A
Sidewalk is 5’ wide; needs to be widened. Add 
bike lane or wide shoulder on road.

7 Joslyn Rd #3 • • • • 2 C
8 Joslyn Rd #4 • • • • 2 C/A

9
Indianwood Rd
(Indianwood Crossing) • • • • 2 L

Northbound stop sign is missing. Sidepath is 
6'-8’ wide and in poor condition; Add bike lane 
or wide shoulder on Indianwood Road."

10 Drahner Rd • • • • • • R 3 A Paved approach on north side of Drahner only

11 Burdick St • • • • • • R 4 A
12 Pleasant St • • • • • 4 A Bike repair station available

13 Louck St • • • • • 4 A Existing paved approach on west side of Louck

14 Glaspie St • • 4 L
15 State St 4 L W11-15 warning signs are not installed

16 Hosner Rd • N/A 4 L Trail is a two-track; resurfacing needed.

17 Lake George Rd • • N/A 4 L Trail is a two-track; resurfacing needed.

18 Curtis Rd • N/A 4 L Trail is a two-track; resurfacing needed.

19 Rowland Rd • • N/A 4 L Trail is a two-track; resurfacing needed.

20 Forest St • • • • 4 L/A
Trail is a two-track; resurfacing needed.

21 Baza St • N/A 4 L Trail is a two-track; resurfacing needed.

22 Elmwood Ave • • • • • • 4 A
23 Gerst Rd • • • N/A 4 L Upgrade warning signs on the roadway to be 

retroreflective Bicycle/Pedestrian sign (W11-15).

24 Bordman Rd • N/A 4 L Upgrade warning signs on the roadway to be 
retroreflective Bicycle/Pedestrian sign (W11-15).

K
e
y

N/A – Not Applicable

A – Asphalt Surface

L – Crushed Limestone 
Surface

C – Concrete Surface

R – Rectangular Rapid
Flashing Beacon
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PollyAnnTrail

04/18/2017

Leonard Equestrian Path

A parallel pathway extends for approximately 0.54-
mile in the Village of Leonard between Elmwood 
Street and Gerst Road.  This natural surface 
equestrian friendly pathway serves as an alternative 
to the paved asphalt section of the Polly Ann.

Parallel, natural surface, 
equestrian friendly 
pathway 

Asphalt section of 
the Polly Ann Trail

Clarkston Road Connector

Orion Township has filled a gap between the Polly Ann 
and Paint Creek Trails.  Construction is complete on the 
sidepath and boardwalks along Clarkston Road to link 
these two important regional trails.  The final segment, 
east of Lapeer Road (M-24), was constructed in 2020. 
The bridge over the Paint Creek was named the 
‘Van Tassel Pedestrian Bridge’ to honor the longtime 
dedication and public service that JoAnn Van Tassel, 
former supervisor, has provided to the Orion area. Clarkston Road Connector looking east.

Parallel equestrian friendly pathway north of Elmwood Street in the Village of Leonard.

The following pages contain examples of facilities and maps of the trail hierarchy that the 
Polly Ann associated with.  It ranges from local municipal parks and pathways to regional trail 
connections all the way up to the larger cross-state destination trail.

Polly Ann Trail Related Facilities + Hierarchy
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Leonard Mill

The Pontiac, Oxford & Port Austin Railroad was completed circa 1883, allowing Leonard to 
thrive almost overnight.  With the help of the Leonard Grain Elevator, known locally as the 
Leonard Mill, agricultural and railroad heritage have had lasting impacts in this area for over 
130 years.  Communities in Southeast Michigan have been working for over 35 years to acquire 
abandoned railroads and convert them into scenic recreational corridors.  These linear parks, 
like the Polly Ann Trail, connect neighborhoods, schools, downtowns, waterways, open space 
and cultural destinations.  

The Leonard Mill is the tallest building in the Village and was constructed circa 1889.  This 
timber-framed structure is adjacent to the Polly Ann Trail and has become a popular outdoor 
recreation spot.  On occasion, opportunities arise to enhance the user’s experience with 
additional amenities.  The Village purchased the Leonard Mill in the spring of 2014 and has 
been working ever since to stabilize and renovate this community gem.

The Village of Leonard crossed a major milestone with the acquisition of the Mill and is working 
to create a one-of-a-kind place for the community and visitors.  A vision has been created to 
save this historic landmark and create a place that people will come to see.  The proposed 
Leonard Mill Renovation Project is a multi-phased community development project that includes:

• Grain elevator preservation and adaptive reuse

• New building construction with trail related amenities

• Pocket park and pedestrian plaza

Vision for the historic Leonard Mill.
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Figure 7.   Oxford Township Safety Path Map
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By linking the southern section of 
the Polly Ann Trail, Clarkston Road 
Connector, Paint Creek Trail, Clinton 
River Trail and the North Spur Trail, 
a 31-mile loop system could be 
completed.  This network would 
provide trail users with access to 
civic buildings, libraries, downtowns, 
Great Lakes Crossing mall, parks, 
schools, cider mills and other cultural 
destinations.  

The following should be considered as next steps:
• Work with Pontiac, Auburn Hills, Orion Twp  

and citizens to gain support for the project
• Abandon CN Railway right-of-way through the 

Surface Transportation Board
• Contact property owners and negotiate 

property acquisition or easements
• Conduct environmental assessments
• Complete design engineering to current state 

and federal standards
• Seek funding to implement the project
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Figure 9.   31-Mile Loop Trail Concept Map 
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The Oakland County Trail Network has been evolving for 
nearly 40 years. Today, there are over 10 major trails located 
in Oakland County and a number of user groups that help to 
support and maintain them.  The county pathways system 
is comprised of a vision to link pathways and greenways 
throughout Oakland County and Southeastern Michigan.  
The county concept envisions a hierarchy of pathways.  The 
primary corridors and secondary pathways will provide links to 
destinations and resources throughout the local communities.
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There is a plan evolving across Michigan to connect the growing 
number of local trails into a system of cross-state, active 
transportation routes.  Oakland County has several trails that 
provide important links for the Iron Belle Trail-Biking Route and 
the Great Lake to Lake Trail-Route 1.

Figure 11.   Southeast Michigan Regional Trails Map



Polly Ann Trail     |     Trailway Master Plan     |     2021-202530

Iron Belle Trail-Hiking Route

Great Lake-to-Lake Trail

Iron Belle Trail-
Hiking Route

Iron Belle Trail-
Biking Route

Great Lake to 
Lake Trail-
Route 1

Iron Belle Trail-Biking Route

Connecting Michigan 

In 2012, former governor of Michigan Rick Snyder 
announced a plan for a hiking and biking trail that would 
extend from Detroit to Wisconsin.  The resulting Iron 
Belle Trail (IBT) effort is being led by the DNR and staff 
members are working with trail organizations and local 
communities across the state to link and implement this 
destination trail.  To date, the length of the hiking route 
is 1,259 miles and the biking route is 774 miles.

A portion of the Polly Ann Trail from Clarkston Road to 
Burdick Street has been designated as a segment of the 
Iron Belle Trail-Biking Route. 

Another destination trail that traverses the state from 
east to west is the Great Lake to Lake Trail-Route 1, 
which extends from South Haven to Port Huron.

Wayfinding signage has been installed 
at both Burdick and Clarkston roads.

Figure 12.   Michigan’s Destination Trails Map
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Pure Michigan Trails + Trail Towns
Michigan is known as the “Trail State” and 
leads the nation in overall trail mileage.  In 
2019, the Polly Ann Trail in Oakland County 
was one of the first trails in the state to 
receive the Pure Michigan Trail designation.  
The Department of Natural Resources 
oversees this program and trails that are 
given this special designation are among the 
best in the state and provide:

• A quality trail experience

• Clear information for users

• Broad community support

• A sustainable business, maintenance 
and marketing plan

In addition, Orion Township was honored in 
2020 and received the Pure Michigan Trail 
Town designation.  This will have a direct 
impact on promoting outdoor recreation, 
local tourism, historic preservation, economic 
vitality and encouraging healthy and active 
lifestyles in and around the region.  The 
network of linked trails and pathways located 
in Orion continues to expand.  Residents and 
visitors to the area can travel along the Polly 
Ann and Paint Creek Trails and explore a 
variety of nearby amenities.  Orion has made 
significant investments in both of these trails 
in addition to the Clarkston Road Connector 
path, which will provide a link between them.

Construction is nearly completed on the final 
segment of the Clarkston Road Connector 
east of M-24.  Once completed, the Clarkston 
Road Connector will allow trail users to easily 
access Downtown Lake Orion, Bald Mountain 
State Recreation Area, camp sites at Camp 
Agawam and other points of interest located 
in the area.

Orion Township was designated a Pure 
Michigan Trail Town in 2020. Orion Township 
representatives pictured above from left to 
right: Chris Barnett, Samantha Timko and 
Donni Steele.

Polly Ann Trail Manager Linda Moran with Paul 
Yauk, DNR State Trails Coordinator at the Pure 
Michigan Trail Program Ceremony in 2019.
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Regional Recreation Facilities
There are a number of recreation facilities that have regional significance and are under the 
jurisdiction of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Huron Clinton Metropolitan 
Authority, Oakland County Parks & Recreation or local municipalities within the Polly Ann Trail 
service area.  A brief description and listing of these facilities are provided below.

State Recreation Areas
Several state operated recreation areas 
are located near the Polly Ann Trail.  These 
large facilities offer a variety of activities, 
such as camping, fishing, hunting, mountain 
biking, horseback riding and canoeing/
kayaking to area residents.  The following 
state recreation areas are located in close 
proximity to the PAT:

• Bald Mountain State Recreation Area

• Dodge #4 State Park

• Highland State Recreation Area

• Holly State Recreation Area

• Island Lake State Recreation Area

• Maybury State Park

• Ortonville State Recreation Area

• Pontiac Lake State Recreation Area

• Proud Lake State Recreation Area

• Seven Lakes State Park

Huron-Clinton Metroparks 
The Huron-Clinton Metropark system 
maintains numerous regional park facilities 
in Southeast Michigan.  The closest 
Metroparks to the Polly Ann Trail include:

• Indian Springs Metropark

• Kensington Metropark

• Stony Creek Metropark

Oakland County Parks
Oakland County Parks and Recreation 
operates 15 facilities that provide a variety 
of recreational opportunities and specialized 
facilities.  The closest Oakland County 
Parks to the Polly Ann Trail are Orion Oaks 
and Addison Oaks.  Oakland County Parks 
and Recreation Facilities include:

• Addison Oaks

• Catalpa Oaks

• Glen Oaks

• Groveland Oaks

• Highland Oaks

• Holly Oaks ORV Park
(partnership with DNR)

• Independence Oaks

• Lyon Oaks

• Oakland County Farmers Market

• Orion Oaks

• Red Oaks

• Rose Oaks

• Springfield Oaks

• Waterford Oaks

• White Lake Oaks
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Figure 13.   Regional Recreation Facilities Map 
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There are a number of educational facilities located on or near 
the Polly Ann Trail.  The Safe Routes to School program (SRTS) 
encourages students and families to walk and ride their bikes 
to school.  With transportation costs on the rise and funding 
for buses being cut, schools that participate in this program 
could consider utilizing the trail as a non-motorized connection 
from area neighborhoods to local schools.  Orion Township has 
SRTS funding to improve pathways at 8 campuses in 2021.
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Figure 14.   Educational Facilities Map 
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Map No. Name Acres Playground

Addison Township Educational Facilities

A Kingsbury School 125 •
B Upland Hills School 12 •
C Hamilton-Parsons Elementary 15 •

Village of Leonard Educational Facilities

D Leonard Elementary 9 •
Oxford Township Educational Facilities

E Lakeville Elementary 33 •
F Oxford Middle School 30 •
G Oxford High School 75

H Oxford Area Community Schools (Vacant) 24

I Clear Lake Elementary School 10 •
J Oak Hollow Christian School 5 •

Village of Oxford Educational Facilities

K Oxford Elementary 23 •
L Daniel Axford Elementary 9 •

Orion Township Educational Facilities

M St. Joseph School 20 •
N Paint Creek Elementary 25 •
O Webber Elementary 36 •
P Orion Oaks Elementary 44 •
Q Pine Tree Elementary & Early Childhood Center 10 •
R Stadium Elementary 30 •
S Scripps Middle School 30

T Lake Orion High School 113

U Divine Grace Lutheran School 4 •
V Waldon Middle School 50

W Carpenter Elementary 10 •
X Shalom Baptist School 16 •
Y Blanche Sims Elementary School 12 •
Z The Goddard School of Lake Orion 4 •

AA Eagle Creek Academy 19 •

Table 6.   Educational Facility Chart
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Table 7.   Polly Ann Trail Grants
Funder Info Purpose Year Amount Project Description

MNRTF
TF93-439 Acquisition 1993 $600,000 Acquire 33-mile inactive railroad corridor for 

development as public trailway

ISTEA
199400157 Acquisition 1994 $300,000 Polly Ann Trail Corridor Acquisition of 

inactive railroad right-of-way

MNRTF
TF94-303 Acquisition 1994 $750,000

Acquire land and rights in land, including 
inactive railroads and similar corridors, for 
development of long-distance trails. Polly-
Ann, Interlochen to Kaleva, Mackinac to 
Hawks, Pere Marquette and Polly Ann Trail.

MNRTF
TF95-312 Acquisition 1995 $250,000

Acquire land and rights in land, including 
inactive railroad corridors, other corridors, 
and adjacent parcels for development of 
long-distance trails. Polly Ann Trail

Recreational 
Trails Program Development 1998 $10,000 Polly Ann Trail improvements

Daimler 
Chrysler 
Corporation 
Fund

Development 1999 $250,000 Polly Ann Trail surfacing

TEA 21
200000016 Development 1999 $1,794,786 Polly Ann Trail Project Abandoned railroad 

corridor conversion

GreenWays 
Initiative
2001-1141

Development 2001 $240,000 Polly Ann Trail surface development and 
M-24 bridge construction

Michigander 
Grant (Rails-
to-Trails)

Development 2002 $3,000 Leonard Equestrian Trailhead Development

DALMAC Development 2004 $9,000 Polly Ann Trail trail spur to Orion Township 
Public Library

The Polly Ann Trail has received a number of grants from federal, state and other public and 
private sources.  The following information is a summary of the grant funding awarded for the 
acquisition, development and operation of the Polly Ann Trail.

Polly Ann Trail Grant History
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List of Abbreviations:
MNRTF - Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
ISTEA - Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (federal)
TEA 21 - Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (federal)
DALMAC - Dick Allen Lansing to MACkinaw Bicycle Tour
SAFETEA-LU - Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (federal)

Funder Info Purpose Year Amount Project Description

GreenWays 
Initiative Development 2006 $75,000 Polly Ann Trail resurface extension

SAFETEA-LU Development 2008 $294,463 Polly Ann Trail Extension Project Construct and 
resurface a trail within a railway and utility corridor

MNRTF
TF10-051 Acquisition 2010 $22,500 Acquisition of 0.28 acres of property that is 

adjacent to the Polly Ann Trail

Energy 
Efficiency and 
Conservation 
Block Grant

Development 2010 $50,000 Install Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon Signs

Brooksie Way 
Mini Grant Promotion 2011 $500 Promotion of the Rural Pearl of a Ride

Iron Belle Trail 
Mini Grant Development 2016 $12,410

Construction and installation of 2 wayfinding 
signs. Clarkston Rd in Orion Township and 
Burdick St in the Village of Oxford

Environmental 
Wood Solutions Development 2017

$3,980  
cash

$1,020 in 
kind

Clarkston Road trailhead parking lot, clearing and 
development

Schneider 
Electric/Square D Maintenance 2018 $6,500 Cash donation based on volunteer hours of 

employees

DTE Energy 
Foundation Development 2018 $409.98 Tree planting program for (2) apple trees (2) 

maple trees installed at 37 Powell Street

Iron Belle Trail 
Mini Grant Development 2019 $3,100 Purchase and install a Bike Fix-It Station at 

Clarkston Road Trailhead in Orion Township

Schneider 
Electric/Square D Maintenance 2019 $8,500 Cash donation based on volunteer hours of 

employees

General Motors Maintenance 2019 $500 Cash donation based on volunteer hours of 
employees

Schneider 
Electric/Square D Maintenance 2020 $9,000 Cash donation based on volunteer hours of 

employees

Oakland 
Together Cultural 
Institution Grant

COVID-19 2020 $20,000
Funding to assist non-profits to retain jobs, 
services and programming during the COVID-19 
Pandemic



Polly Ann Trail     |     Trailway Master Plan     |     2021-202538

Electric Bicycles
By definition, an electric bicycle (e-bike) is a device upon which an individual may ride that is 
equipped with:

• a seat or saddle for use by the rider

• fully operational pedals for human propulsion 

• an electric motor of not greater than 750 watts, or 1 horsepower

E-bikes are separated into three classes based on several attributes of the bike and all e-bikes 
are required to have a label visible indicating their class. The three classes of e-bikes are:

• Class 1: An e-bicycle that is equipped with an electric motor that provides assistance only 
when the rider is pedaling and that disengages or ceases to function when the e-bicycle 
reaches a speed of 20 miles per hour.

• Class 2: An e-bicycle that is equipped with a motor that propels the electric bicycle to a 
speed of no more than 20 miles per hour, whether the rider is pedaling or not, and that 
disengages or ceases to function when the brakes are applied or the throttle is released. 

• Class 3: An e-bicycle that is equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the 
rider is pedaling and that disengages or ceases to function when the e-bicycle reaches a 
speed of 28 miles per hour.

Public Acts 138, 139 and 140 of 2017 authorize the use of electric bicycles in Michigan, subject 
to the limitations within it. The law took effect January 28, 2018.  Class-1 e-bikes are permitted 
in Michigan on linear trails with an improved surface (asphalt, crushed stone, concrete, etc.), 
which includes the Polly Ann Trail.  E-bikes are not permitted on natural surface trails (hiking 
or mountain bike) unless they are posted open to e-bike use by the trail managing authority.  
E-bikes are also permitted on all public roadways and bike lanes in Michigan. Class 2 and 3 
e-bikes are not permitted on any trails in Michigan unless the trail authority permits it.  

E-bikes come in a variety of sizes and types. Example of Class 1 manufacturer label.
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Northeast Oakland County is rich in natural resources, scenic vistas, and diverse land use 
characteristics.  The topography of this area has an impact on the trail.  At the southern end 
of the trail, the elevation is 1,022’ above sea level.  The mid section of the trail rises to 1,072’ 
and drops off to 986’ at the Lapeer/Oakland County boarder.  A number of lakes and streams 
can be seen from the trail and a few of them provide fishing opportunities.  The land cover 
and surrounding land uses provide a scenic and rustic backdrop along the trail.  Fortunately, 
the soils along the trail are well drained and the corridor is generally elevated and out of the 
floodplain.  The following pages provide a brief description and inventory of the ecological, 
social and community health related factors that have an impact on the Polly Ann Trail and its 
users.

• Vegetation Circa 1800: land cover information from surveyor notes as it appeared prior 
to wide-spread European settlement

• 2017 MNFI Potential Natural Areas: high quality and ecologically significant places 
often times containing native vegetation and natural features

• 2009 Green Infrastructure Vision: the natural network of connected open space, 
waterways and natural areas that cover the landscape

• 2019 Invasive Plant Species Inventory: survey of the type, location and abundance 
of invasive plants along the trail that can be used for making informed management 
decisions

• Water Resources: riparian features in the area that include wetlands, lakes, rivers, 
streams, ponds and watersheds

• 2019 Land Use: parcels in the area that have residential, commercial, industrial, public, 
recreational or agricultural uses

• ESRI Tapestry: Information related to demographics and socioeconomic characteristics 
that analyze lifestyle choices of neighborhoods

• Social Determinants of Health: conditions in the environment that have an impact on a 
range of health and quality-of-life outcomes

Chapter 4: Community
Resource Inventory

Community Resource Inventory
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Vegetation Circa 1800 
The map on the following page is an 
interpretation of the notes and survey 
conducted by the General Land Office 
(GLO).  The GLO was a federal agency 
established in 1785 and was responsible 
for surveying, platting and the sale of public 
lands in the United States.  In Michigan, 
the GLO systematically surveyed the state 
using the Public Land Survey System 
(PLSS) between 1816 and 1856.  The 
PLSS is the method used in Michigan to 
survey and identify land parcels, particularly 
for titles and deeds of rural, wild, or 
undeveloped land.  It is sometimes referred 
to as the rectangular survey system.  

Northeastern Oakland County was first 
surveyed circa 1818 and detailed notes 
were taken on the location, size and species 
of each tree used to mark section lines 
and section corners.  Surveyors also noted 
the locations of rivers, lakes, wetlands and 
Native American paths.

The Michigan Natural Features Inventory 
developed a methodology to translate the 
notes and GLO surveys into a digital map.  
This information can be used to determine 
the vegetation and land cover types that 
existed prior to European settlement 
and can be used as a reference when 
selecting plant material to reestablish native 
vegetation along the Polly Ann Trail.

General Land Office 
survey for:

Township 5 North, 
Range 10 East 
(Oxford)
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Figure 15.   Vegetation Circa 1800 Map
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.
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Figure 16.   2017 MNFI Potential Natural Areas Map
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Priority One
Priority Two
Priority Three
Lakes or River

MNFI Potential Natural Area

In 2017, the Oakland County Department of Economic 
Development & Community Affairs worked with the Michigan 
Natural Features Inventory (MNFI) to update the countywide 
potential natural areas information.  This information can assist 
local communities to improve natural resource-based decision 
making and builds upon previous Potential Natural Area 
Assessments in Oakland County (2000, 2002 and 2004).

MNFI has defined potential natural areas as places on the 
landscape dominated by native vegetation that have various 
levels of potential for harboring high quality natural areas and 
unique natural features. 



Polly Ann Trail     |     Trailway Master Plan     |     2021-2025 43

Figure 17.   2009 Green Infrastructure Vision Map
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Hub
Site
Link
Other Restoration Link

Green Infrastructure

The Green Infrastructure Vision focuses on identifying an 
interconnected network of green space that conserves 
natural ecosystem values and functions, guides sustainable 
development and provides associated economic and 
quality-of-life benefits to communities.  Features include:

• Hubs anchor the network and provide an origin or 
destination for wildlife.  

• Sites are smaller ecological landscape features that can 
serve as a point of origin or destination.

• Links are the connections that hold the network together 
and facilitate movement from one hub to another.
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Invasive Species
In 2019, the PATMC worked with staff 
from the Oakland County Collaborative 
Invasive Species Management Area 
(CISMA) to conduct an inventory of 
invasive plant species along the Polly Ann 
Trail.  An invasive species is one that is 
not native and its introduction into an area 
causes, or is likely to cause, harm to the 
local economy, environment or human 
health.  CISMA is working collaboratively 
with over 40 communities and partners 
across Oakland County that are seeking 
to support functioning ecosystems and 
enhance the quality of life through invasive 
species management through prevention 
and education, early detection and rapid 
response, and collaborative long-term 
management.

Invasive plants can:
• Damage infrastructure
• Create safety and fire hazards 

• Have few natural competitors and harm 
native plants

• Change the soil chemistry that create 
monocultures and crowd out native 
plants

• Cause unbalanced ecosystems

• Harm wildlife

• Limit public access to waterways and 
recreation

Typical Species Invasion Curve.  Early detection limits cost of invasive species management.
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MANAGEMENT
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Introduction

Public awareness 
typically begins

Species 
Absent

Small number of 
localized populations; 
eradication possible

Rapid increase in distribution 
and abundance; 

eradication unlikely

Invasive species widespread and abundant; 
long-term management aimed at population 

suppression and resource protection

Detection

Goats have been used for conservation grazing 
on the Polly Ann Trail to reduce invasive species.
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Figure 18.   2019 Invasive Plant Species Inventory Map
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The Polly Ann Trail is in the 
Clinton River Watershed and 
there are a number of lakes, 
ponds, small wetland complexes 
and tributaries adjacent to the 
trail.  These features provide 
scenic vistas for trail users and 
opportunities to view wildlife.

Lake or River

Clinton River Watershed

Flint River Watershed

Belle River Watershed

Potential Wetland

DEQ Wetland Easement

Figure 19.   Water Resources Map
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Traditionally an agricultural region in Oakland 
County, the land use in the northeastern 
quadrant varies today.  Many areas continue 
to be rural, however the small towns and major 
transportation corridors are experiencing an 
increase in commercial and residential densities.  
The majority of the parcels that are adjacent to 
the trail are residential.  A few schools and parks 
are also in close proximity to the Polly Ann Trail.  

Figure 20.   2019 Land Use Map
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Village of Leonard
Community AL Community AL 2019 Land Use Statistics

Land Use Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%) Single Family By Lot Size Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%)
Agricultural 97.8 16.0% 6 2.6% 10 acres or greater 20.2 8.8% 2 1.3%
Single Family Residential 228.8 37.3% 149 63.4% 5 to 9.9 acres 71.9 31.4% 10 6.7%
Multiple Family 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2.5 to 4.9 acres 36.0 15.7% 10 6.7%
Mobile Home Park 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 to 2.4 acres 63.1 27.6% 39 26.2%
Commercial/Office 1.9 0.3% 9 3.8% 14,000 to 43,559 sq. ft. 30.5 13.3% 51 34.2%
Industrial 13.6 2.2% 6 2.6% 8,000 to 13,999 sq. ft. 4.6 2.0% 19 12.8%
Public/Institutional 17.5 2.9% 9 3.8% Less than 8,000 sq. ft. 2.6 1.1% 18 12.1%
Recreation/Conservation 35.9 5.9% 6 2.6% More than one unit per parcel 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Transp./Utility/Comm. 1.5 0.3% 1 0.4% Single Family Sub-total 228.8 100.0% 149 100.0%
Extractive 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Vacant 172.0 28.1% 49 20.9%
Water 9.3 1.5% 0 0.0%
Railroad Right-of-Way 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Road Right-of-Way 34.6 5.6% 0 0.0%
Total 612.8 100.0% 235 100.0%

Agricultural

Single Family Residential

Multiple Family

Mobile Home Park

Commercial/Office

Industrial

Public/Institutional

Recreation/Conservation

Transp./Utility/Comm.

Extractive

Vacant

Water

Railroad Right-of-Way

Road Right-of-Way

For more information, maps, or questions about this data, please contact the Oakland County
One Stop Shop at (248) 858-0720.

Land Use by Area

This Oakland County land use data has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, assessing records, and other public records.  Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Village of Leonard
Community AL Community AL 2019 Land Use Statistics

Land Use Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%) Single Family By Lot Size Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%)
Agricultural 97.8 16.0% 6 2.6% 10 acres or greater 20.2 8.8% 2 1.3%
Single Family Residential 228.8 37.3% 149 63.4% 5 to 9.9 acres 71.9 31.4% 10 6.7%
Multiple Family 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2.5 to 4.9 acres 36.0 15.7% 10 6.7%
Mobile Home Park 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 to 2.4 acres 63.1 27.6% 39 26.2%
Commercial/Office 1.9 0.3% 9 3.8% 14,000 to 43,559 sq. ft. 30.5 13.3% 51 34.2%
Industrial 13.6 2.2% 6 2.6% 8,000 to 13,999 sq. ft. 4.6 2.0% 19 12.8%
Public/Institutional 17.5 2.9% 9 3.8% Less than 8,000 sq. ft. 2.6 1.1% 18 12.1%
Recreation/Conservation 35.9 5.9% 6 2.6% More than one unit per parcel 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Transp./Utility/Comm. 1.5 0.3% 1 0.4% Single Family Sub-total 228.8 100.0% 149 100.0%
Extractive 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Vacant 172.0 28.1% 49 20.9%
Water 9.3 1.5% 0 0.0%
Railroad Right-of-Way 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Road Right-of-Way 34.6 5.6% 0 0.0%
Total 612.8 100.0% 235 100.0%

Agricultural

Single Family Residential

Multiple Family

Mobile Home Park

Commercial/Office

Industrial

Public/Institutional

Recreation/Conservation

Transp./Utility/Comm.

Extractive

Vacant

Water
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Road Right-of-Way

For more information, maps, or questions about this data, please contact the Oakland County
One Stop Shop at (248) 858-0720.

Land Use by Area

This Oakland County land use data has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, assessing records, and other public records.  Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Village of Oxford
Community PO Community PO 2019 Land Use Statistics

Land Use Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%) Single Family By Lot Size Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%)
Agricultural 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 10 acres or greater 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Single Family Residential 304.8 32.3% 1,051 76.3% 5 to 9.9 acres 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Multiple Family 28.8 3.1% 18 1.3% 2.5 to 4.9 acres 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Mobile Home Park 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 to 2.4 acres 8.7 2.9% 7 0.7%
Commercial/Office 44.5 4.7% 118 8.6% 14,000 to 43,559 sq. ft. 132.1 43.3% 314 29.9%
Industrial 77.5 8.2% 35 2.5% 8,000 to 13,999 sq. ft. 137.8 45.2% 560 53.3%
Public/Institutional 80.0 8.5% 38 2.8% Less than 8,000 sq. ft. 26.2 8.6% 170 16.2%
Recreation/Conservation 62.2 6.6% 21 1.5% More than one unit per parcel 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Transp./Utility/Comm. 2.2 0.2% 3 0.2% Single Family Sub-total 304.8 100.0% 1,051 100.0%
Extractive 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Vacant 83.4 8.8% 93 6.8%
Water 145.1 15.4% 0 0.0%
Railroad Right-of-Way 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Road Right-of-Way 114.7 12.2% 0 0.0%
Total 943.3 100.0% 1,377 100.0%

Agricultural

Single Family Residential

Multiple Family

Mobile Home Park

Commercial/Office

Industrial

Public/Institutional

Recreation/Conservation

Transp./Utility/Comm.

Extractive

Vacant

Water
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For more information, maps, or questions about this data, please contact the Oakland County
One Stop Shop at (248) 858-0720.

Land Use by Area

This Oakland County land use data has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, assessing records, and other public records.  Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Village of Oxford
Community PO Community PO 2019 Land Use Statistics

Land Use Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%) Single Family By Lot Size Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%)
Agricultural 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 10 acres or greater 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Single Family Residential 304.8 32.3% 1,051 76.3% 5 to 9.9 acres 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Multiple Family 28.8 3.1% 18 1.3% 2.5 to 4.9 acres 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Mobile Home Park 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 to 2.4 acres 8.7 2.9% 7 0.7%
Commercial/Office 44.5 4.7% 118 8.6% 14,000 to 43,559 sq. ft. 132.1 43.3% 314 29.9%
Industrial 77.5 8.2% 35 2.5% 8,000 to 13,999 sq. ft. 137.8 45.2% 560 53.3%
Public/Institutional 80.0 8.5% 38 2.8% Less than 8,000 sq. ft. 26.2 8.6% 170 16.2%
Recreation/Conservation 62.2 6.6% 21 1.5% More than one unit per parcel 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Transp./Utility/Comm. 2.2 0.2% 3 0.2% Single Family Sub-total 304.8 100.0% 1,051 100.0%
Extractive 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Vacant 83.4 8.8% 93 6.8%
Water 145.1 15.4% 0 0.0%
Railroad Right-of-Way 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Road Right-of-Way 114.7 12.2% 0 0.0%
Total 943.3 100.0% 1,377 100.0%

Agricultural
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Recreation/Conservation
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Extractive
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Water
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For more information, maps, or questions about this data, please contact the Oakland County
One Stop Shop at (248) 858-0720.

Land Use by Area

This Oakland County land use data has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, assessing records, and other public records.  Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Village of Leonard  │  2019 Land Use Statistics

Village of Oxford  │  2019 Land Use Statistics
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Township of Oxford
Community P Community P 2019 Land Use Statistics

Land Use Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%) Single Family By Lot Size Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%)
Agricultural 2,602.2 12.0% 76 1.2% 10 acres or greater 2,094.7 29.8% 130 2.5%
Single Family Residential 7,038.9 32.5% 5,184 83.8% 5 to 9.9 acres 1,714.0 24.4% 227 4.4%
Multiple Family 110.6 0.5% 12 0.2% 2.5 to 4.9 acres 929.3 13.2% 240 4.6%
Mobile Home Park 225.4 1.0% 5 0.1% 1 to 2.4 acres 782.7 11.1% 563 10.9%
Commercial/Office 128.3 0.6% 81 1.3% 14,000 to 43,559 sq. ft. 991.4 14.1% 1,987 38.3%
Industrial 264.2 1.2% 61 1.0% 8,000 to 13,999 sq. ft. 442.2 6.3% 1,739 33.5%
Public/Institutional 298.1 1.4% 28 0.5% Less than 8,000 sq. ft. 46.8 0.7% 295 5.7%
Recreation/Conservation 2,535.3 11.7% 217 3.5% More than one unit per parcel 37.8 0.5% 3 0.1%
Transp./Utility/Comm. 80.2 0.4% 15 0.2% Single Family Sub-total 7,038.9 100.0% 5,184 100.0%
Extractive 2,658.2 12.3% 26 0.4%
Vacant 3,166.8 14.6% 484 7.8%
Water 1,344.0 6.2% 0 0.0%
Railroad Right-of-Way 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Road Right-of-Way 1,235.5 5.7% 0 0.0%
Total 21,687.7 100.0% 6,189 100.0%
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For more information, maps, or questions about this data, please contact the Oakland County
One Stop Shop at (248) 858-0720.

Land Use by Area

This Oakland County land use data has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, assessing records, and other public records.  Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Township of Oxford
Community P Community P 2019 Land Use Statistics

Land Use Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%) Single Family By Lot Size Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%)
Agricultural 2,602.2 12.0% 76 1.2% 10 acres or greater 2,094.7 29.8% 130 2.5%
Single Family Residential 7,038.9 32.5% 5,184 83.8% 5 to 9.9 acres 1,714.0 24.4% 227 4.4%
Multiple Family 110.6 0.5% 12 0.2% 2.5 to 4.9 acres 929.3 13.2% 240 4.6%
Mobile Home Park 225.4 1.0% 5 0.1% 1 to 2.4 acres 782.7 11.1% 563 10.9%
Commercial/Office 128.3 0.6% 81 1.3% 14,000 to 43,559 sq. ft. 991.4 14.1% 1,987 38.3%
Industrial 264.2 1.2% 61 1.0% 8,000 to 13,999 sq. ft. 442.2 6.3% 1,739 33.5%
Public/Institutional 298.1 1.4% 28 0.5% Less than 8,000 sq. ft. 46.8 0.7% 295 5.7%
Recreation/Conservation 2,535.3 11.7% 217 3.5% More than one unit per parcel 37.8 0.5% 3 0.1%
Transp./Utility/Comm. 80.2 0.4% 15 0.2% Single Family Sub-total 7,038.9 100.0% 5,184 100.0%
Extractive 2,658.2 12.3% 26 0.4%
Vacant 3,166.8 14.6% 484 7.8%
Water 1,344.0 6.2% 0 0.0%
Railroad Right-of-Way 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Road Right-of-Way 1,235.5 5.7% 0 0.0%
Total 21,687.7 100.0% 6,189 100.0%
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For more information, maps, or questions about this data, please contact the Oakland County
One Stop Shop at (248) 858-0720.

Land Use by Area

This Oakland County land use data has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, assessing records, and other public records.  Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Township of Orion
Community O Community O 2019 Land Use Statistics

Land Use Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%) Single Family By Lot Size Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%)
Agricultural 15.0 0.1% 1 0.0% 10 acres or greater 738.9 9.6% 40 0.4%
Single Family Residential 7,669.9 34.6% 10,834 85.5% 5 to 9.9 acres 679.9 8.9% 100 0.9%
Multiple Family 277.4 1.3% 19 0.1% 2.5 to 4.9 acres 1,217.9 15.9% 342 3.2%
Mobile Home Park 58.4 0.3% 1 0.0% 1 to 2.4 acres 1,766.6 23.0% 1,142 10.5%
Commercial/Office 586.4 2.6% 212 1.7% 14,000 to 43,559 sq. ft. 2,120.2 27.6% 4,327 39.9%
Industrial 1,232.9 5.6% 116 0.9% 8,000 to 13,999 sq. ft. 974.8 12.7% 3,938 36.3%
Public/Institutional 623.6 2.8% 57 0.4% Less than 8,000 sq. ft. 126.9 1.7% 942 8.7%
Recreation/Conservation 5,388.4 24.3% 271 2.1% More than one unit per parcel 44.6 0.6% 3 0.0%
Transp./Utility/Comm. 339.1 1.5% 46 0.4% Single Family Sub-total 7,669.9 100.0% 10,834 100.0%
Extractive 129.4 0.6% 9 0.1%
Vacant 2,343.4 10.6% 1,107 8.7%
Water 1,698.8 7.7% 0 0.0%
Railroad Right-of-Way 18.6 0.1% 0 0.0%
Road Right-of-Way 1,794.2 8.1% 0 0.0%
Total 22,175.5 100.0% 12,673 100.0%
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For more information, maps, or questions about this data, please contact the Oakland County
One Stop Shop at (248) 858-0720.

Land Use by Area

This Oakland County land use data has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, assessing records, and other public records.  Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Township of Orion
Community O Community O 2019 Land Use Statistics

Land Use Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%) Single Family By Lot Size Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%)
Agricultural 15.0 0.1% 1 0.0% 10 acres or greater 738.9 9.6% 40 0.4%
Single Family Residential 7,669.9 34.6% 10,834 85.5% 5 to 9.9 acres 679.9 8.9% 100 0.9%
Multiple Family 277.4 1.3% 19 0.1% 2.5 to 4.9 acres 1,217.9 15.9% 342 3.2%
Mobile Home Park 58.4 0.3% 1 0.0% 1 to 2.4 acres 1,766.6 23.0% 1,142 10.5%
Commercial/Office 586.4 2.6% 212 1.7% 14,000 to 43,559 sq. ft. 2,120.2 27.6% 4,327 39.9%
Industrial 1,232.9 5.6% 116 0.9% 8,000 to 13,999 sq. ft. 974.8 12.7% 3,938 36.3%
Public/Institutional 623.6 2.8% 57 0.4% Less than 8,000 sq. ft. 126.9 1.7% 942 8.7%
Recreation/Conservation 5,388.4 24.3% 271 2.1% More than one unit per parcel 44.6 0.6% 3 0.0%
Transp./Utility/Comm. 339.1 1.5% 46 0.4% Single Family Sub-total 7,669.9 100.0% 10,834 100.0%
Extractive 129.4 0.6% 9 0.1%
Vacant 2,343.4 10.6% 1,107 8.7%
Water 1,698.8 7.7% 0 0.0%
Railroad Right-of-Way 18.6 0.1% 0 0.0%
Road Right-of-Way 1,794.2 8.1% 0 0.0%
Total 22,175.5 100.0% 12,673 100.0%

Agricultural
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Mobile Home Park
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Public/Institutional

Recreation/Conservation
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Extractive
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Water
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For more information, maps, or questions about this data, please contact the Oakland County
One Stop Shop at (248) 858-0720.

Land Use by Area

This Oakland County land use data has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, assessing records, and other public records.  Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Township of Addison
Community A Community A 2019 Land Use Statistics

Land Use Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%) Single Family By Lot Size Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%)
Agricultural 2,492.8 10.9% 72 2.5% 10 acres or greater 4,176.4 38.8% 227 10.5%
Single Family Residential 10,759.4 47.2% 2,161 74.7% 5 to 9.9 acres 3,325.5 30.9% 403 18.6%
Multiple Family 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2.5 to 4.9 acres 1,866.1 17.3% 521 24.1%
Mobile Home Park 36.7 0.2% 1 0.0% 1 to 2.4 acres 1,241.4 11.5% 639 29.6%
Commercial/Office 60.1 0.3% 15 0.5% 14,000 to 43,559 sq. ft. 119.8 1.1% 210 9.7%
Industrial 13.6 0.1% 2 0.1% 8,000 to 13,999 sq. ft. 19.1 0.2% 76 3.5%
Public/Institutional 257.6 1.1% 20 0.7% Less than 8,000 sq. ft. 11.2 0.1% 85 3.9%
Recreation/Conservation 2,314.5 10.2% 61 2.1% More than one unit per parcel 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Transp./Utility/Comm. 201.0 0.9% 10 0.3% Single Family Sub-total 10,759.4 100.0% 2,161 100.0%
Extractive 132.9 0.6% 3 0.1%
Vacant 4,314.6 18.9% 547 18.9%
Water 1,279.3 5.6% 0 0.0%
Railroad Right-of-Way 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Road Right-of-Way 928.3 4.1% 0 0.0%
Total 22,790.9 100.0% 2,892 100.0%

Agricultural

Single Family Residential

Multiple Family

Mobile Home Park

Commercial/Office
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For more information, maps, or questions about this data, please contact the Oakland County
One Stop Shop at (248) 858-0720.

Land Use by Area

This Oakland County land use data has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, assessing records, and other public records.  Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Township of Addison
Community A Community A 2019 Land Use Statistics

Land Use Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%) Single Family By Lot Size Area (ac.) Area (%)  Parcels Parcels (%)
Agricultural 2,492.8 10.9% 72 2.5% 10 acres or greater 4,176.4 38.8% 227 10.5%
Single Family Residential 10,759.4 47.2% 2,161 74.7% 5 to 9.9 acres 3,325.5 30.9% 403 18.6%
Multiple Family 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2.5 to 4.9 acres 1,866.1 17.3% 521 24.1%
Mobile Home Park 36.7 0.2% 1 0.0% 1 to 2.4 acres 1,241.4 11.5% 639 29.6%
Commercial/Office 60.1 0.3% 15 0.5% 14,000 to 43,559 sq. ft. 119.8 1.1% 210 9.7%
Industrial 13.6 0.1% 2 0.1% 8,000 to 13,999 sq. ft. 19.1 0.2% 76 3.5%
Public/Institutional 257.6 1.1% 20 0.7% Less than 8,000 sq. ft. 11.2 0.1% 85 3.9%
Recreation/Conservation 2,314.5 10.2% 61 2.1% More than one unit per parcel 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Transp./Utility/Comm. 201.0 0.9% 10 0.3% Single Family Sub-total 10,759.4 100.0% 2,161 100.0%
Extractive 132.9 0.6% 3 0.1%
Vacant 4,314.6 18.9% 547 18.9%
Water 1,279.3 5.6% 0 0.0%
Railroad Right-of-Way 0.0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Road Right-of-Way 928.3 4.1% 0 0.0%
Total 22,790.9 100.0% 2,892 100.0%
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For more information, maps, or questions about this data, please contact the Oakland County
One Stop Shop at (248) 858-0720.

Land Use by Area

This Oakland County land use data has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, assessing records, and other public records.  Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Addison Township  │  2019 Land Use Statistics

Orion Township  │  2019 Land Use Statistics

Oxford Township  │  2019 Land Use Statistics
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Social Determinants of Health (SDoH) are 
conditions in the environments where people 
are born, live, learn, work, play and worship, 
that affect a wide range of health and quality-
of-life outcomes.  SDoH “are shaped by the 
distribution of money, power and resources 
at global, national and local levels... 
Social determinants of health are mostly 
responsible for health inequities - the unfair 
and avoidable differences in health status.”1

Social, economic and physical conditions 
in various settings (e.g., school, church, 
workplace, and neighborhood) have been 
referred to as being “place-based.”2  A place-
based approach targets an entire community 
and aims to address issues that exist at the 
neighborhood level where resources that 
enhance quality of life can have a significant 
influence on population health outcomes.3  
In other words-the choices that people 
make, depend on the choices that they have 
available to them.

SDoH includes 5 primary domains:
• Neighborhood and built environment 

characteristics, such as the quality of 
housing, environmental quality, and 
the presence or absence of parks and 
recreational facilities

• Health and health care, such as health 
insurance coverage, access to primary care, 
and health behaviors

• Social and community context, such as 
connections between neighbors, acceptance 
of diversity, support for individuals with 
disabilities, and LGBTQ+ safe havens

• Economic stability, such as economic 
development opportunities and affordable 
quality housing

• Education, including early childhood, K-12, 
higher education, adult learning, and literacy 
programs

Economic 
Stability

Social and 
Community 

Context

Health and 
Health Care

Education

Neighborhood 
and Built 

Environment

Social 
Determinants 

of Health

Five primary domains of Social Determinants of Health.

Social Determinants of Health
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Healthy People 2020 lists “Create social and 
physical environments that promote good 
health for all” as one of its top four goals, 
placing high importance on addressing 
social determinants of health.4  The 2017 
Communities in Action: Pathways to Health 
Equity report recognizes that access to 
parks, recreation, open spaces and healthy 
environments should be considered during 
land use planning to promote health equity 
for diverse populations.5  Therefore, the 
Polly Ann Trailway Master plan seeks 
to promote health equity and address 
social determinants of health by including 
community engagement feedback, utilizing 
geospatial data to understand population 
trends and needs, and examining issues of 
trail quality and accessibility.

Public Health
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, public health is the science of 
protecting and improving the health of people 
and their communities.  Illness and injury 
prevention is a main goal for public health 
workers and this often accomplished through 
gathering metrics and data, implementing 
educational programs, changing public 
policies and providing health related 
services.  Trails, parks and recreational 
programming can play a key role in public 
health by promoting wellness, reducing 
social isolation and encouraging healthy 
lifestyles, which have been found to be 
essential especially during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

The overall health of the citizens in proximity 
to the PAT can be improved by providing 
high quality, vibrant places for people to live, 
work, socialize and recreate.  One indicator 
for public health is to evaluate chronic 
diseases like diabetes, heart disease, high 
blood pressure, obesity and cancer.  The 
maps on the following pages illustrate factors 
related to health and wellness and are also 
a reminder that your ZIP code might be as 
important as your genetic code.

Chapter Notes:

1. World Health Organization. About social 
determinants of health. https://www.who.int/
social_determinants/sdh_definition/en/

2. The Institute of Medicine. Disparities in 
Health Care: Methods for Studying the 
Effects of Race, Ethnicity, and SES on 
Access, Use, and Quality of Health Care, 
2002.

3. U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services-Office of Disease Prevention and 
Health Promotion.

4. U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (2014). Social determinants of 
health. https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/
topics-objectives/topic/social-determinants-of-
health

5. National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine 2017. 
Communities in Action: Pathways to 
Health Equity. Washington, DC: The 
National Academies Press. https://doi.
org/10.17226/24624.
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Figure 22.   % of Adults With High Blood Pressure Map
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Pct. of Adults Ever
Diagnosed with Diabetes
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Shaded by: Census Tract, 2010

Source: CDC BRFSS & PolicyMap
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Figure 23.   % of Population With Diabetes Map
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Pct. of Adults Reporting to be
Obese (BMI of 30 or Greater)

Year: 2013

Shaded by: Census Tract, 2010

Source: CDC BRFSS & PolicyMap
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Figure 24.   % of Adults Reporting To Be Obese Map
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Percent People with a
Disability

Year: 2013-2017
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Source: Census
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Figure 25.   % of Population With Disabilities Map
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Transportation & Mobility
The North Oakland Transportation Authority 
(NOTA) provides transit options to residents 
in northeastern Oakland County that meet 
ridership qualifications.  The majority of trips 
are to/from medical appointments, grocery 
store, community events and work. 
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Figure 26.   % of Households Without Vehicle Access Map
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Life Expectancy

Year: 2010-2015

Shaded by: Census Tract, 2010

Source: CDC
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Figure 27.   Life Expectancy at Birth
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Life Expectancy
The National Center for Health Statistics 
developed statistical models to predict death 
rates based on demographic, socioeconomic 
and geographic variables as illustrated in the 
map above. 
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The following information is a general description for the planning process used to develop 
the 5-Year Polly Ann Trailway Master Plan.  It should be noted that the timing of this planning 
process has been interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, which caused a global disruption for 
social connection, public health and economic vitality.

Background Information
The fieldwork, public input and data collection for this master plan update began in the fall of 
2019.  A number of sources were consulted in order to gather the most recent information, 
which includes the Trail Manager, members of the Polly Ann Trailway Management Council, 
Oakland County Trails Master Plan, online resources, field observations and previous Polly Ann 
Trail master plans. 

Public Input Meetings
The development of this updated Trailway 
Master Plan includes input from a variety of 
stakeholders, including: community officials, 
local residents and frequent trail users in 
order to identify future improvements to the 
linear park.  There were a number of well 
advertised opportunities prior to the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic for the public 
to provide input and information before the 
Polly Ann Trailway Master Plan was drafted.  
The following Public Input meetings took 
place:

• Public Input Meeting in Orion Township 
was held on November 4, 2019 at the 
Orion Township Public Library

• Public Input Meeting in Addison 
Township was held on November 7, 
2019 at the Addison Township Public 
Library

Chapter 5: Planning &
Public Input Process

Public Input

Orion Township Public Input Meeting 
Mapping Exercise
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Polly Ann Trail

November 4, 2019 •
Orion Twp Library

825 Joslyn Road
Lake Orion, MI 48362

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

November 7, 2019 •
Addison Twp Library

1400 Rochester Road
Leonard, MI 48367

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Please Join Us!
Polly Ann Trail

5-Year Master Plan
Public Input meeting

www.surveylegend.com/s/1pfx

The Polly Ann Trailway Management Council will be hosting open house meetings in 
Addison Township and Orion Township to collect public input needed to complete the 
5-Year Polly Ann Trailway Master Plan.  Attendees can provide comments and speak with 
staff about trail related events, upcoming projects and long-term trail improvements.  

Please stop by and support the Polly Ann Trail by providing your comments, questions 
and suggestions.  All are welcome to attend.

For additional information, please contact us at: 248.981.1242 or 
manager@pollyanntrailway.org

If you are unable to attend one of the meetings, please take a moment and fill out the 
online survey at:

ORION

OXFORD

ADDISON
LEONARD

Examples of the Public Input Meeting and Online Survey notices.
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Public Meeting Summary  
• November 4, 2019
• November 7, 2019

Number of Attendees:
• 15 people

Meeting Materials:  
Displays were set up and meeting attendees 
could view aerial photos of the entire trail, 
regional trail connections map, and a 
brainstorming board that focused on likes/
dislikes, missing amenities, and future events 
and programs for the Polly Ann Trail.

An aerial photo was used to conduct a mapping 
exercise to identify difficult road crossings, key 
destinations and special places, areas of concern 
and potential trail and sidepath connections.

A paper survey was also distributed to attendees 
to complete during the meeting.

Key Findings:  
• Develop missing link through golf course 

between Indianwood and Joslyn to avoid 
the sidepath along the roadways

• Improve directional/wayfinding signage 
along Indianwood and Joslyn sidepath

• Sidepath is rough and narrow between Indianwood and Heights
• Need restrooms at Clarkston Road Trailhead
• Need signs on the trail to indicate restrooms are available at Orion Civic Center
• Identify road names at each crossing (e.g. Scripps Road, Greenshield Road)
• Need a connector path and wayfinding signage to Wildwood
• Formalize Clarkston Road Connector east of M-24
• Significant invasive species and phragmites near Orion/Oxford border
• Significant invasive species near Oxford Library
• Parking available on Drahner Road at Pathway Church
• Improve Lapeer County Polly Ann Trail
• Need a coffee shop in Leonard
• Parking at Hosner not on the trail need restrooms and water
• Leonard Mill was identified as a historic/cultural feature

Orion Township Public Input Meeting

Addison Township Public Input Meeting
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Brainstorming Exercise Results from Public Meetings

What DO you like about the Polly Ann Trail?
• Like how it goes through the woods
• Bordman Road rest area
• Not too many people or dogs
• Natural beauty
• Maintenance
• Going through Oxford
• State land along the trail
• Proximity to my house, library, civic center
• Flat and well maintained
• Nice place to x-country ski in winter (and close to my house)
• About 1 mile between road crossings don’t have to spend all my time watching for cars
• Nice place to bike with my son
• Continue high level of maintenance.  If the trail looks maintained, people will take care of it

What DON’T you like about the Polly Ann Trail?
• Natural spring/water drainage at Curtis Road drains on the trail
• Awkward connection and rough surface from Heights Road to Indianwood Road
• Improved trail doesn’t continue north into Lapeer County
• Phragmites
• Clarkston connection to Paint Creek Trail is unsafe for bikers east of Lapeer Road
• Need to continue vertical cuts to establish a safe shoulder
• Handle encroachments and invasive species

What events or programs would you like to see on the Polly Ann Trail?
• Joint programs with the Paint Creek Trail
• DIA event
• Nature hike/bike
• Learn about trees, plants and nature

What amenities are missing on the Polly Ann Trail?
• Restroom facilities at every parking lot
• Restroom between Leonard and Oxford
• Trail Etiquette 
• Parking at Drahner
• Parking on Hosner
• Signage for History of Area
• Signage for ID Nature
• Half-mile markers
• How to connect to the north to Iron Belle Trail
• Improved crushed limestone surface
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Stakeholder Focus Group Meeting Summary
A Stakeholder Focus Group meeting was held on November 12, 2019 at the Oxford Township 
Hall with various community and stakeholder group representatives.

Brainstorming Exercise Results from Stakeholder Meeting
What DO you like about the Polly Ann Trail?

• Powell Lake Overlook
• DNR Assistance with grant funding, brush removal, gates, encroachments
• Working with Conservation Officer
• Pure Michigan Trail Designation
• Camping at Camp Agawam
• Bike share program at Library and Orion Center (Holy Spokes maintains the bikes)
• Heritage Trail outreach
• +/- RRFBs and Advanced Warning Signals
• Leonard Mill

What DON’T you like about the Polly Ann Trail?
• Funding.  Need more money from each municipality
• Reevaluate overall budget
• Lack of Public Private Partnerships
• Need more sponsorship opportunities
• Dog waste
• Road crossings need to be improved
• Motorized vehicles and 4 wheelers

What events or programs would you like to see on the Polly Ann Trail?
• Tie in Canterbury
• Promote small projects
• Eagle Scout
• Holy Spokes Event
• Help is needed to promote special events using social media and online postings. Public 

outreach is a big time commitment
• Scavenger Hunts
• Virtual 5k
• Book walks in partnership with Oxford Library
• Leader Dog training program
• Orion Township Center Walking Program
• Partner with Wildwood Amphitheater and Camp Agawam
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What amenities are missing on the Polly Ann Trail?
• Need an event calendar
• Need a strategy to improve maintenance, communication, and education
• ITC Vegetation Management in 2020 + ITC Gardening License
• Restrooms portable in Orion and Addison
• Maintenance Opportunities
• Naming Rights for various amenities
• Powell Lake Park and Library Parking
• Lighting on the trail
• Interpretive signage for Amelia Earhart at Scripps
• Ordinance Review for each community along the trail
• Post operating hours for the trail
• “Network of trails”
• Enhance historic sites
• Friends group is needed
• PAT branded marketing materials

Online Public Survey Summary
In addition to the public open house meetings and the stakeholder focus group meeting, an 
online survey was created and conducted over a seven week time period from September 26, 
2019 to November 14, 2019.  There were a total of 343 respondents.

Survey results and feedback from community meetings were used to assist in the development 
of the Goals & Objectives and Action Program portions of the plan.  The online survey results 
can be found in Appendix E.  Key findings from the online survey include the following from 
respondents:

Q3.   38% get to the trail by car
35% bike to get to the trail
23% walk to get to the trail

Q4.   54% agree there is adequate parking along the trail

Q5.   76% visit the Polly Ann for fitness or recreation

Q10.  The top 4 problems or conditions that need to be 
addressed on the Poll Ann are: 
1. Lack of restrooms
2. Trail surface condition
3. Lack of drinking fountains
4. Trail courtesy

Q11.  91% rate the trail 4 stars or higher (out of 5 stars)

Q12.  78% do not attend events on the trail
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There are a number of factors that must be considered prior to establishing goals, objectives 
and a capital improvement program for the next five years.  The PATMC must not base trail 
infrastructure improvements and programming decisions solely on the voice of a handful of 
residents or the needs and wants of community officials, but must also be aware of recreational 
trends, national standards, community opinion, as well as demographic information and 
determining the condition of the existing trailway and amenities.

This chapter attempts to consolidate a multitude of elements that must be acknowledged and 
the various aspects, perceptions and ideas that need to be filtered and categorized with the 
end result of producing the prioritized needs of the PATMC.  Because there are so many factors 
that will ultimately determine needs, caution should be taken to not analyze each piece of 
information individually, but integrate them all into a cohesive action plan.

Chapter 6: Basis 
for Action

Action Plan

Social 
Connections

Inclusiveness

Healthy 
& Active 
Lifestyles

Environmental 
Stewardship

Fiscal 
Responsibility

Mobility &
Accessibility

Safety & 
Crime 

Prevention

Maintenance 
& Upkeep

Sustainability

Awareness

Community 
Recreational

Values

The key concepts above were common among public input meetings and survey responses.

Vibrant 
Communities
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Community Demographics
The following information takes a closer look at the socioeconomic characteristics of the 
communities that surround the Polly Ann Trail.  This information plays a key role in the demand 
for certain types of recreation facilities and programming.  By examining information such as 
population, density, age and household size, municipalities can identify trends and opportunities 
that may influence future land use, recreation decisions and policy changes.

For example, if the school enrollment in a particular area is growing, there may be a need 
to plan for more safe routes to school from the trail and focus on family-friendly events. 
Conversely, if the population of the community is more mature, additional amenities and 
programs may be needed for aging adults. The following pages provide a brief summary of the 
socioeconomic characteristics of the communities in the northeast corner of Oakland County 
that may influence future trail planning decisions.

Population Trends and 
Projections
The largest population change 
in this area occurred between 
1990-2000 with a 39.7% increase in 
population.  As recorded by the 2018 
American Community Survey, the 
peak population in this area is 64,087 
residents.  According to the Southeast 
Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG) 2045 Population Forecast, 
which was produced in 2017, the area’s 
population is slated to increase slightly 
from its current mark and will reach 
65,727 residents by 2045.

Chapter Notes: 

The 2010 U.S. Census and the 2018 
American Community Survey (ACS) serve 
as the primary sources of data for the 
demographic information in this section.  
The data represented is aggregated from 
Orion Township, Oxford Township, Village of 
Oxford, Addison Township and the Village of 
Leonard. 2,000 4,0000
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Figure 28.   Population 
Change By Age, 2010-2018
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Median Age
Knowledge of a community’s age 
distribution plays a crucial role in the 
planning of recreation facilities and 
programs.  As mentioned earlier, whether 
an area is comprised of older or younger 
citizens will greatly influence such things 
as the facilities and programs that are 
most desired within parks and along the 
trail.  The maps on the following pages 
illustrate the various age groups and 
their distribution within the communities 
adjacent to the Polly Ann.  According to the 
2018 ACS, the Median Age for this area is 
41.1 years old.

As a result, the PATMC may want to 
consider providing trail facilities and events 
that are family friendly or are geared 
toward middle-aged adults without children.

Household Size
A household, as defined by the US 
Census, is all persons who occupy the 
same housing unit.  A housing unit can be 
described as a house, apartment, mobile 
home, a group of rooms, or a single room 
used as a separate living quarters. 

Household size is an important factor when 
making recreation facility and program 
decisions.  A high person per household 
figure can be an indication that an area 
is comprised of families with children and 
thus could justify family or youth oriented 
recreation needs.  Conversely, an area with 
a low person per household figure may 
require recreation facilities and programs 
more favorable to singles, adults or the 
aging population.

According to the 2018 ACS, the average 
household size is 2.71 people.

SUBJECT 1990 
CENSUS

2000 
CENSUS

2010 
CENSUS

2018 
ACS

2045 
SEMCOG 

FORECAST

Population 38,094 53,212 59,298 64,087 65,727

Households (Occupied Units) ---- ---- 21,385 23,727 26,361

Average Household Size ---- ---- 2.75 2.71 2.48

Median Age ---- ---- 39.9 41.1 ----

Households with 2+ Persons, 
With Children ---- ---- 8,545 8,204 8,355

Households with 2+ Persons, 
Without Children 8,609 10,361 11,048

Households with Seniors 65+ ---- ---- 3,972 5,488 11,042

Table 8.   Population & Household Profile
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Figure 29.   Youth Population Age 9 and Under Map
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

1 Dot = 1 Person

(7,844 people)
Source: American Community Survey 
2018 5-Year Estimates; Block Groups
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Figure 30.   Youth Population Age 10-17 Map
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

1 Dot = 1 Person

(8,064 people)
Source: American Community Survey 
2018 5-Year Estimates; Block Groups
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Figure 31.   Adult Population Age 18 to 49 Map
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

1 Dot = 1 Person

(25,687 people)
Source: American Community Survey 
2018 5-Year Estimates; Block Groups
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Figure 32.   Adult Population Age 50 and Over Map
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

1 Dot = 1 Person

(22,492 people)
Source: American Community Survey 
2018 5-Year Estimates; Block Groups
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Figure 33.   Change In School-Age Population By School District Map

Brandon Oxford

Holly

Huron
Valley

South 
Lyon Novi Farmington Southfield

Rochester

Clarkston

Lake
Orion

Pontiac

Troy

Avondale

Waterford

Walled Lake 
Consolidated

Bloomfield 
Hills

Birmingham
Royal 
Oak

Years: 2015-2025
Change in School-Age Population
According to SEMCOG's Demographic Forecast 
for 2045, the area school districts are expected 
to lose approximately 2,421 school-age children 
between 2015-2045.

School District 2015 2025 2035 2045 Change 
2015-2045

% Change 
2015-2045

Rochester School District 16,166 14,160 15,174 15,455 -711 -4.40%

Lake Orion Community Schools 8,782 7,468 7,517 7,684 -1,098 -12.50%

Oxford Community Schools 4,587 3,795 3,908 3,975 -612 -13.30%
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Median Household Income
Year: 2014-2018
Shaded by: Census Tract, 2010

Source: Census

Insufficient Data
$38,900 or less
$38,901 - $50,857
$50,858 - $63,623
$63,624 - $84,699
$84,700 or more

Estimated median income of a household, between 2014-2018.

Figure 34.   Median Household Income
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Figure 35.   Bicycle Crashes 2014 - 2018 Map

Bike Crash Locations
The map above represents locations of reported 
crashes on roads in Southeast Michigan that 
involved a cyclists.  The data for this map is 
based on UD-10 Traffic Crash Reports from 
2014-2018.  More information and UD-10 Traffic 
Crash Report information can be accessed at: 
maps.semcog.org/crashlocations
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Figure 36.   Pedestrian Crashes 2014 - 2018 Map
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Pedestrian Crash Locations
The map above represents locations of reported 
crashes on roads in Southeast Michigan that 
involved a pedestrian.  The data for this map 
is based on UD-10 Traffic Crash Reports from 
2014-2018.  More information and UD-10 Traffic 
Crash Report information can be accessed at: 
maps.semcog.org/crashlocations
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National Recreation Trends
Recreation trends occurring nationally 
may provide insight into activities that can 
be expected to draw a large number of 
participants and activities that have shown 
the greatest growth in popularity. The 
National Sporting Goods Association (NSGA) 
conducts national surveys that measure 
activities by participation and percent change 
from the previous survey.  The definition of 
participation includes those persons seven 
years and older who have participated in 
sporting activities at least twice and fitness 
activities at least six times during the year of 
the survey.

In 2015, the top ten sports in which people 
participated were:

• Exercise Walking (106.3 million)

• Exercising with Equipment (56.3 million)

• Swimming (46.3 million)

• Aerobic Exercising (45.1 million)

• Running/Jogging (44.5 million)

• Hiking (42.0 million)

• Camping (Vacation/Overnight) (40.1 
million)

• Work Out at Club/Gym/Fitness Studio 
(36.6 million)

• Bicycle Riding (36.0 million)

• Bowling (35.2 million)

SOURCE: National Sporting Goods Association 
2016 Edition of the Sports Participation in the US 
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Interest 
Level

Ages 
6-12

Ages 
13-17

Ages 
18-24

Ages 
25-34

Ages 
35-44

Ages 
45-54

Ages 
55-64

Ages 
65+

1 Fishing Fishing Camping Camping
Swimming 

for 
Fitness

Bicycling Bicycling Fishing

2 Camping Camping Fishing
Swimming 

for 
Fitness

Camping Fishing Fishing
Swimming 

for 
Fitness

3 Soccer
Working 
Out with 
Wights

Martial 
Arts Bicycling Bicycling Camping Swimming for 

Fitness Bicycling

4 Martial 
Arts Volleyball Volleyball Fishing Fishing

Swimming 
for 

Fitness
Camping

Birdwatching/
Wildlife 
Viewing

5 Basketball Running/
Jogging Kayaking Kayaking Hiking Hiking Hiking

Working 
Out with 

Machines

6 Bicycling Basketball Canoeing Volleyball
Working 
Out with 
Weights

Working 
Out with 
Weights

Working 
Out with 

Machines
Hiking

7 Volleyball Shooting Shooting Canoeing
Working 
Out with 

Machines
Canoeing

Working 
Out with 
Weights

Camping

8
Swimming 

for 
Fitness

Working 
Out with 

Machines

Swimming 
for 

Fitness
Backpacking Volleyball Kayaking

Birdwatching/
Wildlife 
Viewing

Working 
Out with 
Weights

9
Swimming 

on a 
Team

Swimming 
for 

Fitness
Hiking

Working 
Out with 
Weights

Backpacking
Working 
Out with 

Machines
Canoeing Fitness 

Classes

10 Running/
Jogging Hiking Bicycling Hiking Martial Arts Backpacking Shooting Shooting

The Physical Activity Council (PAC) is a collaboration between eight of the major trade 
associations in US sports, fitness and leisure industries.  The PAC produces an annual report 
that tracks participation in 122 different sports, fitness and recreation activities nationwide and 
identifies key trends.  The table above provides information on the top ten activities by age 
group that non-participants would be interested in trying.

SOURCE: 2019 Physical Activity Council Participation Report

Table 9.   Sports That Interest Non-Participants
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Trail Town Program
The Trail Town Program was started in 2007 by The Progress Fund to study the economic 
impact that bike trail tourism has in communities along the Great Allegheny Passage (GAP).  
The GAP is a 150-mile multi-use trail between Pittsburgh, PA and Cumberland, MD.  As a result, 
the Trail Town Program has developed a guidebook to assess existing conditions, encourage 
revitalization by making connections to area trails and promote local tourism.  The Trail Town 
Guide contains information on:

• Community assessment checklists

• Obtaining user counts

• Conducting trail user and business surveys

• Designing effective directional and 
wayfinding signage

• Establishing trail and town branding and 
identity

• Trail and town connections and basic 
amenities

• Ways to finance, market and develop a Trail 
Town

Towns near the Polly Ann Trail like Leonard, 
Lakeville, Oxford and Lake Orion could all 
benefit from participating in the Trail Town 
Program and completing the assessments.

Towns like the Village of Oxford can use the 
Polly Ann Trail to leverage local tourism.
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Related Master Plans
The Polly Ann Trail is part of a much larger effort and plays a key role in the local, regional and 
statewide trail and open space networks.  The most recent versions of the following master 
plans should also be consulted and used as a resource to help guide future policies and trailway 
improvements.

Local
Each of the five member communities of the Polly Ann Trailway Management Council maintain 
a Parks and Recreation Master Plan and also a Community Master Plan.  These locally driven 
documents are typically updated every five-years and provide a comprehensive overview of 
current and future land use, demographics, public perceptions and long-term community vision.

County
The Oakland County Trails Master Plan was first developed in 2008 to provide a framework for 
creating a connected system of greenways and trails through out the county.  The vision for the 
resulting non-motorized network is to serve a diverse range of users while providing safe and 
well-maintained linkages to important natural, cultural, and civic destinations and other points of 
interest within and outside of the county.  A copy of the plan can be found at: 
www.oakgov.com/advantageoakland/planning/Pages/trails-pathways.aspx.

Region
In 2020, SEMCOG adopted the Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility Plan for Southeast Michigan, 
which is an update to the 2014 version of the document.  The updated plan recognizes the 
shifting trends in mobility needs and provides guidance on infrastructure, emerging technologies 
and improving comfort levels for walking and biking in Southeast Michigan.  The key concepts 
that were identified to strengthen regional policies include connectivity, equitable access, safety, 
healthy lifestyles and sustainability.  It should be noted that the Polly Ann Trail was identified as 
an existing shared-use path that is a part of the Regional Trail Network.
A copy of the plan can be found at: semcog.org/bicycle-and-pedestrian-mobility.

State
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is in the process of updating the 2013 
Statewide Trails Plan and it is anticipated to be complete in 2021.  A highlight for the plan is to 
maintain the state’s reputation as being known as “The Trails State” by focusing on the following 
topic areas: connectivity, outdoor recreation, health and wellness, transportation, sustainability 
and creating diverse trail experiences.  Updates for the new version of the plan can be found at: 
michigantrailsplan.org.
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S.C.O.R.P.

The 2018-2022 Michigan Statewide 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
(SCORP) was also considered before 
creating goals and objectives for the 
Polly Ann Trail.  The SCORP identified 
an overall goal to "Protect and manage 
Michigan’s diverse and abundant natural and 
cultural assets to provide relevant, quality 
experiences that meet the fun, relaxation, 
and health needs of Michigan’s residents and 
visitors and support economic prosperity."  

Michigan 
Statewide 
Comprehensive 
Outdoor 
Recreation Plan

2018–2022

The following objectives were identified in 
the SCORP to meet that overarching goal:

• Foster Stewardship and Conservation

• Improve Collaboration 

• Raise Awareness

• Improve Recreational Access 

• Provide Quality Experiences 

• Enhance Health Benefits 

• Enhance Prosperity
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Taking the public input, demographics, data and feedback into account, this section identifies 
goals and objectives for the plan and also converts them into specific action items.  Each action 
item includes a description and estimated time frame for completion.

Goals and objectives were developed to assist in providing direction to the local communities, 
Polly Ann Trailway Management Council and the Trail Manager.  Goals are long-term ideals 
or end products that are desired to meet the needs of all trail users.  Objectives have been 
developed for each goal to outline more specific actions that will assist in meeting the goal.  The 
goals and objectives are intended to be as important as the action item priorities.  They are 
listed in no particular order of importance or priority. 

This chapter of the 5-Year Trailway Master Plan should be reviewed on a regular basis to 
account for a shift in priorities, updates to funding programs and the ever changing cost of 
materials, labor and property acquisition.

Chapter 7: Action
Program

Action Program

Trail user out for a morning bike ride near Scripps Road.
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Goal #1: Maintenance + Operations
Continue to make improvements to the operational efficiencies and maintain the overall 
quality of the trailway and surrounding natural environment.
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Maintenance + Operations

Objective 1.1

Enhance the 
overall quality, 
safety and 
accessibility of 
trail amenities.

1.
Establish an ad-hoc Barrier-Free Evaluation Committee to review 
and prioritize existing trail infrastructure projects and future 
renovation projects, events and programming.

█

2.
Develop a trailway management plan to define maintenance 
schedules, policies, procedures, incident reporting and inspection 
forms for the trailway and trailheads.

█

3.

Incorporate Universal Design Principals and sustainable design 
practices into site plans and future development projects that will 
improve access and overall longevity of infrastructure, signage 
and related amenities.

█

Objective 1.2

Provide 
adequate staff, 
funding and 
resources 
for trail 
maintenance.

1. Conduct an inventory of existing and future maintenance 
equipment needed to safely operate the trail. █

2.

Conduct preliminary engineering, provide construction cost 
estimates and identify phasing of improvements for the following: 
improve the trailway surface, make necessary road crossing 
upgrades, install required regulatory signage, improve access at 
trailheads and install additional wayfinding signage.

█

3. Develop a schedule and conduct inspections by qualified 
personnel on bridges, culverts, traffic control devices, etc. █

4. Prioritize trail improvement projects. █

5. Install a storage facility for trail maintenance equipment. █

6.
Conduct an inventory and analysis of member community 
municipal ordinances and PATMC Policies related to the trail to 
ensure consistency and overall effectiveness.

█

Objective 1.3

Maintain 
and improve 
existing green 
infrastructure, 
wetlands, mature 
trees and wildlife 
habitat.

1. Partner with Oakland County CISMA to create an invasive 
species management plan. █

2.
Work with adjacent land owners and volunteer groups to create 
an Invasive Species “Strike Team” to provide appropriate 
invasive control measures at specific locations.

█

3.
Develop a vegetation management schedule with a focus on 
trees and native landscaping to control overhead vegetation and 
preserve trail shoulder/side slopes and ditches.

█
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Goal #2 Partnerships + Funding
Seek a variety of funding opportunities that demonstrate fiscal responsibility and enhance 
the Polly Ann Trail, related amenities and facilities, expand programs, hold new events and 
engage civic groups to meet unmet needs in the area.

Objective Action Item Sh
or

t T
er

m
 (0

-2
 y

ea
rs

)

M
ed

iu
m

 T
er

m
 (3

-5
 y

ea
rs

)

Lo
ng

 T
er

m
  (

5+
 y

ea
rs

)

O
ng

oi
ng

Partnerships + Funding

Objective 2.1

Work with partners to 
create programming 
and campaigns that 
encourage active 
and healthy lifestyles 
regardless of age or 
ability.

1.

Work with the Paint Creek Trailways Commission, 
Friends of the Polly Ann Trail of Lapeer County and local 
municipalities to develop joint projects, hold events and 
support the trail resurfacing in Lapeer County to Dryden.

█

2. Foster relationships with Public and Private schools to 
seek opportunities for safe routes to school programs. █

3.
Coordinate with the Arts Community to determine 
appropriate locations and install outdoor public art along 
the trail.

█

Objective 2.2

Identify opportunities 
to share facilities and 
enhance relationships 
with other recreational 
providers, volunteers, 
businesses and civic 
groups.

1.
Engage with Oakland County Parks and the DNR to 
explore opportunities to provide services and/or joint 
programming in nearby Local, County and State Parks.

█

2. Partner with NOTA to provide transportation to/from 
special events on the trail. █

3.
Explore the feasibility to create a bike share program and 
locate stations at key destinations around the member 
communities.

█

4. Use portable counters and keep a record of daily usage 
at key locations along the trail and at trailheads. █

5. Work with local health care providers, running shops and 
bike shops to sponsor regular meet-ups on the trail. █

6.
Coordinate efforts with first responders, Michigan 
Mountain Bike Patrol and area health care providers to 
partner on safe trails.

█

Objective 2.3
Leverage funding 
through local, state, 
regional and national 
grants, private 
foundations and other 
funders/investors.

1. Explore opportunities for public-private partnerships to 
assist with trail improvement projects. █

2. Seek funding and grant opportunities to leverage local 
funds to develop, maintain and improve the trailway. █

3. Establish a Maintenance Endowment Fund. █
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Goal #3 Awareness + Communications
Address the needs for creating a line of communication and outreach with community 
members that will increase awareness of the Polly Ann Trail, programs and volunteer 
opportunities.
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Awareness + Communications

Objective 3.1

Create communications 
pieces to promote the 
trail, programs, and 
special features to build 
awareness among the 
communities.

1.
Develop social media and website content to promote 
a Calendar of Events for meet-ups, special events and 
programs.

█

2.

Develop a “Ride Right” trail etiquette campaign to reduce 
user conflict, educate trail users about how to interact 
with horses on the trail, encourage cleaning up after pets/
horses and respect everyone using the Polly Ann Trail.

█

3.
Develop safety materials for the website and public 
service announcements for ONTV about safely crossing 
roadways and using traffic control devices.

█

4. Establish a “Friends of Polly Ann Trail” group and 
determine roles, responsibilities and operating structure. █

5.

Develop signage and interpretive exhibits for the 
following: Historic and culturally significant locations, 
people and events; Trail etiquette; Road crossing safety 
procedures; Natural resources and invasive species 
awareness; Educational signage to discourage feeding 
wildlife (Prickles the Swan/Angel Wing Syndrome); and 
Wayfinding signage and road names at all trail/roadway 
intersections.

█

6.
Update web mapping services (such as Bing and Google 
Maps) to include trailhead locations, available amenities, 
photos and hours of operation.

█

Objective 3.2

Develop a consistent 
brand and identity.

1. Update trail logo. █

2. Update signage, website and map brochure to include 
the Iron Belle Trail and Pure Michigan Trail logos. █

3.
Create a signage, amenity and wayfinding manual to 
ensure proper location, sign type, consistent graphics 
and messaging.

█
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Goal #4 Connectivity + Accessibility
Provide trail users with safe, convenient access and design future improvements to be inclusive 
and accessible and respond to the needs and interests of the surrounding communities.
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Connectivity + Accessibility

Objective 4.1

Improve connections 
between the trail 
and parks, schools, 
civic buildings, 
neighborhoods and 
commercial areas.

1.
Improve trail surface in areas that do no meet current 
state and federal guidelines to enhance safety, 
accessibility and usage on the trail.

█

2. Construct access paths from the trail to all amenities, 
map kiosks, interpretive displays, trailheads, etc. █

3. Create a 31-Mile Loop Trail and link the Polly Ann Trail 
with the Clinton River Trail and Paint Creek Trail. █

4. Improve the connection to Downtown Oxford from the 
Larry Obrecht Bridge. █

5. Link the Polly Ann Trail to the soccer fields and Wildwood 
Amphitheater at Orion Civic Center Park. █

6. Extend the Polly Ann Trail between Baldwin Road and 
Joslyn Road using the ITC transmission corridor. █

7. Support the trail resurfacing project in Lapeer County 
from Bordman Road to the Village of Dryden. █

8.
Conduct a boundary survey of the Polly Ann Trail property 
and adjacent parking lot parcels. Identify and resolve any 
encroachment issues.

█

9. Participate in SEMCOG’s Southeast Michigan Trails 
Condition assessment and asset management program. █
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Objective 4.2

Expand opportunities to 
enhance the overall trail 
user experience.

1. Work with Orion Township to utilize Camp Agawam for 
overnight camping/lodging and accommodations. █

2. Partner with the Village of Leonard and determine and 
implement desired amenities at the Leonard Mill. █

3.

Encourage and facilitate discussions with member 
communities to ensure existing and proposed work within 
public rights-of-way meets the intention of the Complete 
Streets movement.

█

4. Install solar USB charging stations at trailheads. █

5. Offer variety of barrier free and age friendly spaces 
(playground, gardens, adult fitness stations, etc.). █

6. Identify locations where additional parking, drinking 
fountains and restrooms/portable restrooms can be added. █

7. Participate in the Trail Town Program and complete 
assessments. █

8. Install half-mile markers along the trail for increased 
locational awareness especially for pedestrians. █

9. Create and post site addresses for trailheads and provide 
information to first responders. █
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Potential Funding Sources
Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund (MNRTF)
Funding for the MNRTF is provided by 
revenue derived from royalties on the sale 
and lease of state-owned oil, gas and 
mineral rights and is used for a variety of 
outdoor recreational improvements including 
land acquisition.  Funding varies from year 
to year and has been around $25 million 
statewide each year over the past three 
years.  Development projects range from 
$15,000 to $300,000 and there are no set 
limits on acquisition grants.  Trust fund 
grants require a minimum of a 25% match 
a current parks and recreation master plan.  
Grant applications are due on April 1st

DNR Recreation Passport Grant 
Program (RP)
The recreation passport program is 
funded by elective vehicle registration 
fees and permits.  The fund is used for 
the development of local public recreation 
facilities, including improvements to non-
motorized trails.  Grant amounts range 
from $7,500 to $45,000 and require a 
minimum of a 25% match and current 
parks and recreation master plan or capital 
improvement plan.  Statewide funding has 
been averaging about $1.3 million each year.  
Grant applications are due on April 1st

Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF)
The LWCF is actually a federal program 
administered by the DNR, but is typically 
viewed as a part of the three key state 
recreation funds.  LWCF grants range 
between $30,000 and $300,000 for 
development projects.  LWCF grants typically 
award $1.2 million each year and require a 
50% match.

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr Foundation 
(RCWJF)
The RCWJF is a private philanthropic 
foundation that focuses on investments 
that improve the quality of life for people in 
four key areas: Children and Youth, Young 
Adults and Working Families, Caregivers 
and Livable Communities. The RCWJF 
concentrates its giving within Southeast 
Michigan and Western New York. Southeast 
Michigan is defined as Wayne, Oakland, 
Macomb, Monroe, Washtenaw, St. Clair and 
Livingston counties. 

DTE Energy Foundation Tree Planting 
Grants
These funds are geared toward increasing 
the number of properly planted, established 
and maintained trees within the service 
territory of DTE Energy and located on public 
land or land open to the public. Statewide, 
the typical annual funding amount available 
is $70,000 and grant amounts are up to 
$3,000.
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People For Bikes
The People For Bikes Community Grant 
Program provides funding for important and 
influential projects that leverage federal 
funding and build momentum for bicycling in 
communities across the U.S. These projects 
include bike paths and rail trails, as well 
as mountain bike trails, bike parks, BMX 
facilities and large-scale bicycle advocacy 
initiatives. Grants up to $10,000 will be 
considered and matching funds are highly 
encouraged.

Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI)
The CMI provides funding to implement 
physical improvements identified in approved 
watershed management plans that are 
intended to restore impaired waters and 
protect high quality waters.  Practices 
must address specific sources of nonpoint 
source pollution identified by Michigan's 
Nonpoint Source Program Plan.  Physical 
improvements are structural and vegetative 
best management practices. Approximately 
$1-$2 million has been available most 
funding rounds.  There is no maximum for 
proposals submitted.  The minimum project 
amount is $25,000 and requires a minimum 
25% match.

Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
The Recreational Trails Program/Recreation 
Improvement Fund is administered by the 
DNR for trails on State land or linked to a trail 
on State land. The DNR division must always 
be the applicant, but can be developed 
as a joint application with a local unit of 
government.  Applications are typically due 
in June of each year.  Additional information 
can be found on the DNR-Grants website.

Transportation Alternatives Program 
(TAP)
In Michigan, most pedestrian and bicycle 
improvements have been traditionally 
funded through the Transportation 
Alternatives Program, or Transportation 
Enhancements as they were known under 
the previous federal transportation bills.  
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG) and Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) have set allocations 
of funding, however they use the same 
application process, coordinate on funding 
and sometimes jointly fund projects.  

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
(CMAQ)
In Michigan, most CMAQ funds have 
traditionally gone to traffic signal optimization 
projects due to the way projects are 
currently evaluated in the state.  However, 
pedestrian and bicycle projects that are 
not exclusively recreational are specifically 
mentioned as typically eligible along with 
bike lanes on existing streets.  If there is a 
safety component of the proposed project 
this allows a 100 percent federal share of 
the project.  Also, construction engineering 
costs of up to 15% of the construction 
costs may be considered.  The call for local 
CMAQ projects corresponds to MDOT and 
SEMCOG’s Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) development schedule.  This 
funding source will require substantial work 
with the Road Commission for Oakland 
County (RCOC), SEMCOG and MDOT.

Public-Private Partnerships (P3)
P3 is any partnership between a government 
agency and private-sector company that can 
spark reinvestment in linear parks.
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Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
In Michigan, the Safe Routes to School 
program is administered by MDOT in 
collaboration with the Michigan Fitness 
Foundation.  Total infrastructure grant 
amounts vary greatly each year, but tend to 
average a little over $4 million a year since 
2008.  The SRTS program uses the same 
application process as the Transportation 
Alternatives Program and they are accepted 
on a rolling basis.  There are multiple award 
rounds made each year.  Schools or school 
districts seeking funding are required to 
develop a safe routes to school plan, which 
is a fairly involved process.

Community Development Block Grants 
(CDBG)
CDBG grants originate with the Federal 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and are administered in 
Oakland County through Oakland County’s 
Economic Development & Community Affairs 
Division.  The program targets activities that 
benefit low and moderate income individuals.

Dedicated Millage
Local municipalities can levy a dedicated 
tax for recreation and pathway purposes. 
Because the levying of a new or increased 
millage typically requires a popular vote, 
a community marketing campaign is often 
necessary to demonstrate the benefits to the 
community.

Private Donations
Donations can be obtained from local 
citizens, businesses, philanthropic 
foundations and other groups given in the 
form of cash donations, material donations, 
technical services, advertising, etc.

Patronicity
Patronicity has partnered with the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) 
to create the Public Spaces Community 
Places initiative.  This collaborative effort 
allows municipalities and non-profits to 
submit community-based projects and use 
crowdfunding to leverage funds.  If the 
campaign is successful in raising funds, the 
project will be backed with a matching grant 
from MEDC of up to $50,000.

KaBOOM!
KaBOOM! is a national non-profit dedicated 
to bringing balanced and active play into 
the daily lives of all kids, particularly those 
growing up in poverty in America.

Special Assessment District
A Special Assessment District can be created 
by local communities and requires an official 
petition, with estimated project costs, to be 
signed by the majority of property owners in 
the proposed Special Assessment District.  
Annual payments are collected in the tax bill 
from residents within the Special Assessment 
District. The property owners benefit from 
reduced project costs and the lower interest 
rates that the local government can obtain.

Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Trails 
Maintenance Fund 
The Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Trails Maintenance 
Fund is a $10 million endowment that 
was created to provide funding support to 
already developed trails and greenways in 
Southeast Michigan. Grant amounts range 
from $50,000 to $400,000 and the grant 
program is administered by the Community 
Foundation for Southeast Michigan.
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Appendix

A: Polly Ann Trailway Management Council Interlocal Agreement

B: Polly Ann Trailway Management Council Bylaws

C: History

D: Summary of Events + Accomplishments 

E: Online Public User Survey Results

F: Easements + Agreements

G: Draft Plan Availability and Public Hearing Notice

H: Public Hearing Minutes

 I: Order of Adoption

J: Copy of Transmittal Letter to Oakland County

K: Copy of Transmittal Letter to SEMCOG

L: Community Park & Recreation Plan Certification Checklist
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Appendix A: PATMC Interlocal Agreement
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1 
 

BYLAWS 
OF 

POLLY ANN TRAILWAY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL, INC. 
  
  

ARTICLE I 
  

Name 
  

          Section 1.    Name of the Organization.   The name of tile 
Organization shall be the Polly Ann Trailway Management Council, Inc. 
(the “Organization”). 
  

ARTICLE II 
  

Purposes and Activities 
  
              Section 1.    Purpose of the Organization. 
  

A. The Organization is established for public and charitable 
purposes as described in Section 501 (C) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code (the Code); namely to develop and 
maintain a recreational trail in Oakland County, Michigan 
between Joslyn Road (south of Waldon Road) in Orion 
Township and Boardman Road in Addison Township, 
utilizing the abandoned G.T.W. railroad right-of-way, (the 
“Polly Ann Trail”). 

 
  B.          To enter into any activity, do any and all acts consistent 

with and complementary to operating the Polly Ann Trail and in 
furtherance of the purposes set forth herein. 
  
             Section 2.        Restrictions on Activities. 
  

  A.           The Organization will at all times be conducted as an 
organization described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Code. The Organization 
will not carry on any activities which are not permitted to be carried on by 
(a) a corporation exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Code, (b) a corporation eligible to receive tax deductible 
contributions under Section 170(c) and Section 2055, Section 2522 or 
Section 2106 of the Code.  
  

Appendix B: Polly Ann Trailway Management Council Bylaws
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2 
 

  B.         No part of the assets or net earnings of the Organization 
may inure to the benefit of or be distributable to its Council members, 
officers, or other private persons; provided, however, that the Organization 
is authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for 
services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance 
of its charitable purposes. 
  

  C.          No substantial part of the activities of the Organization will 
be the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence 
legislation. The Organization will not participate or intervene in any 
political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public 
office and will not publish or distribute statements relating to political 
campaigns. 
  

ARTICLE III 

  

Council 
  

            Section 1.     Governance. The property, business and affairs of the 
Organization will be managed by a governing council (the “Council”). 
  

            Section 2.     Powers and Duties of the Council. 
  

  A.          The Council will have all powers and duties as described 
in Section 5, subsection A of the Interlocal Agreement to Establish the 
Polly Ann Trailway Management Council, Inc. (the “Agreement”) by and 
among the Townships of Orion, Oxford and Addison and the Villages of 
Oxford and Leonard dated September 19, 1997, and the Agreement as 
amended dated  March 17, 2020, which amended Agreement is attached 
hereto as Attachment A, subject to the limitations set forth in Section 5, 
Subsection D of the Agreement. 

   
  B.         The Council may establish committees as the Council 

deems appropriate. The committees will have the authority as delegated 
to them by the Council. 
  
            Section 3.     Number, Selection and Term of Office. The number, 
selection and term of office of Council members will be as described in 
Section 3, subsection A of the Agreement. 
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3 
 

             Section 4.    Meetings. Council meetings will be held as provided 
in Section 4, subsection A of the Agreement. 
  
             Section 5.    Special Meetings. Special meetings will be held as 
provided in Section 4, subsection A of the Agreement. 
  
             Section 6.    Notice of Meetings. Notice of all regular meetings of 
the Council will be given as provided in Section 4, subsection B of the 
Agreement. Notice of a regular meeting need not state the purpose or 
purposes of the meeting nor the business to be transacted at the meeting. 
Written notice of all special meetings will be given not less than two days 
before the special meeting. Notice of a special meeting must state the 
purpose or purposes of the meeting. 
  

Attendance of a Council member at a meeting constitutes a waiver 
of notice of the meeting, except where the Council member attends the 
meeting for the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of any 
business because the meeting was not lawfully called or convened. 
  
            Section 7.     Conduct at Meetings. The meetings of the Council will 
be conducted as provided in Section 3, subsection B (4) of the Agreement. 
  
            Section 8.     Quorum and Voting. The quorum and voting 
requirements of the Council will be as provided in Section 4, subsection C 
of the Agreement. 
  
            Section 9.     Resignation, Removal and Vacancies. A Council 
member may resign by written notice to the Organization. The resignation 
will be effective upon its receipt by the Organization or a subsequent time 
as set forth in the notice of resignation. A Council member may be 
removed as provided in Section 3, subsection A of the Agreement. A 
Council member may also be removed, either with or without cause, by 
the affirmative vote of a majority of the Council members then in office. 
  

If a vacancy has occurred among the members of the Council, the 
vacancy will be filled as provided in Section 3, subsection A of the 
Agreement. 
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ARTICLE IV 
  

Officers 
  
            Section 1.     Election, Appointment and Length of Service. The 
election or appointment of officers and the length of Service of the officers 
will be as provided in Section 3, subsection B of the Agreement. 
  
            Section 2.     The Chairperson/President. The Chairperson of the 
Council will also be President of the Organization and will have general 
and active management of the activities of the Organization. The 
President will see that all orders and resolutions of the Council are carried 
into effect. The President will execute all authorized conveyances, 
contracts or other obligations in the name of the Organization except 
where required by law to be otherwise signed and executed and except 
where the signing and execution is expressly delegated by the Council 
members to some other person. The President will preside at meetings of 
the Council. 
  
             Section 3.     The Vice Chairperson. The Vice Chairperson 
will, in the absence of the Chairperson, exercise all powers normally 
vested in the Chairperson and will perform any other duties prescribed by 
the Council or the Chairperson. In his or her absence, the Council 
members present at the meeting will designate another presiding officer. 
  
            Section 4.     The Secretary. In addition to the duties set forth in 
Section 3, subsection B of the Agreement, the Secretary will attend all 
meetings of the Council and record the minutes of all proceedings in a 
book to be kept for that purpose. The Secretary will perform any other 
duties prescribed by the Council. 
  
            Section 5.     The Treasurer. In addition to the duties set forth in 
Section 3, subsection B of the Agreement, the Treasurer wilt oversee the 
financial activities of the Organization. The Treasurer will perform all 
duties incident to the office of Treasurer and other administrative duties as 
may be prescribed by the Council. All books, papers, vouchers, money 
and other property of whatever kind belonging to the Organization which 
are in the Treasurer’s possession or under his or her control will be 
returned to the Organization at the time of his or her death, resignation or 
removal from office. 
  
            Section 6.     Term of Office. The term of office for all officers will be 
as provided in Section 3, subsection B of the Agreement. 
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An officer may resign by written notice to the Organization. The 
resignation will be effective upon its receipt by the Organization and 
acceptance by the Council, or at a subsequent time specified in the notice 
of the resignation and upon its acceptance by the Council. 
  

ARTICLE V 
  

Financial Procedures and Restrictions on Transactions 
  
            Section 1.     Fiscal Year. The fiscal year will be as provided in 
Section 6, subsection A of the Agreement. 
  
            Section 2.     Financial Audits/Reports. A financial report will be 
prepared at the end of each fiscal year as provided in Section 6, 
subsection C of the Agreement. 
  
              Section 3.    Conflicts of Interest. 
  

   A.      Disclosure. When a Council member or an officer is 
affiliated with and organization seeking to provide services or facilities to 
the Organization, or when a Council member or officer has any duality of 
interest or possible conflict of interest, real or apparent, such affiliation or 
conflict of interest should be disclosed to the Council and made a matter 
of record, either when the interest becomes a matter of Council action or 
as part of a periodic procedure to be established by the Council. An 
affiliation with an organization will be considered to exist when a Council 
member or officer or a member of his or her immediate family or a blood 
relative is an officer, director, trustee, partner, employee or agent of the 
organization, or has any other substantial interest or dealings with the 
organization. 
  

  B.        Voting. Any Council member or officer having a duality of 
interest or possible conflict of interest on any matter should not vote or use 
his or her personal influence on the matter, and should not be counted in 
determining a quorum for the meeting at which the matter is voted upon, 
even though permitted by law. The Council should obtain and rely on 
appropriate comparability data, when appropriate. The minutes of the 
meeting should reflect that the disclosure was made, that the interested 
Council member abstained from voting, that his or her presence was not 
counted in determining a quorum, and that comparability data was 
considered. 
  

  C.        Statement of Position. The foregoing requirements should 
not be construed to prevent a Council member or officer from stating his or 
her position on the matter under consideration, nor from answering 
questions of other Council members relating to the matter. 
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ARTICLE VI 

  
Indemnification 

  
Section 1.      Indemnification. The Organization will, to the fullest 

extent now or hereafter permitted by law, indemnify any Councilperson or 
officer of the Corporation (and, to the extent provided in a resolution of the 
Council or by contract, may indemnify any volunteer, employee or agent of 
the Organization) who was or is a party to or threatened to be made a 
party to any threatened, pending, or completed action, suit or proceeding 
by reason of the fact that the person is or was a Councilperson, officer, 
volunteer, employee or agent of the Organization, or is or was serving at 
the request of the Organization as a director, trustee, officer, partner, 
volunteer, employee or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint 
venture, trust or other enterprise, whether for profit or not for profit, against 
expenses including attorneys’ fees (which expenses may be paid by the 
Organization in advance of a final disposition of the action, suit or 
proceeding as provided by law), judgments, penalties, fines and amounts 
paid in settlement actually and reasonably incurred by the person in 
connection with the action, suit or proceeding if the person acted (or 
refrained from acting) in good faith and in a manner the person reasonably 
believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the Organization, 
and with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, if the person had no 
reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful. 
  

ARTICLE VII 
  

Dissolution 
  

Section 1.      Dissolution. If all or all but one of the parties to the 
Agreement terminates their membership in the Organization, the 
Organization will be dissolved as Set forth in Section 7, subsection B of 
the Agreement; namely, the trailways property and any improvements 
thereon located within the boundaries of each former member unit shall 
revert to ownership by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
upon Such terms and conditions as are to be agreed upon by the Council 
and the Department of Natural Resources. Any remaining assets will be 
distributed for public or charitable purposes described in Section 501 (C) 
(3) of the Code consistent with the purposes for which the Organization 
was established. 
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ARTICLE VIII 
  

Amendments 
  
             Section 1.    Amendment of Bylaws. The Bylaws may be amended 
by an action of the Council as provided for in Section 4, subsection C of 
the Agreement. 
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As with many rail lines, the ‘Polly Ann’ had its roots firmly planted in the heyday of railroading, 
which began at the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad in 1869.  The ‘golden spike’ 
event caused a huge investment fad that lasted for two decades.  Railroads were the future in 
transportation and a necessity to further the growth of a community.  At that time, the majority 
of the roads were dirt and gravel, which meant carriages were often a rugged and dirty form 
of transportation.  The supply of goods to merchants and all mail delivery were often delayed, 
sometimes for days on end.

A local doctor, John T. Stanton of Oxford, teamed up with a Toledo investor, James Ashley 
(who had the dubious honor of being fired by President Grant from the position of Governor 
of the Montana Territory), to build a rail line from the growing town of Pontiac up to the rich 
timberlands of the Michigan thumb area.  The line was actually first incorporated in 1879, as 
the Pontiac, Oxford and Port Austin Railroad Company.  The investors however, soon ran out of 
funding, so Dr. Stanton went to New York in search of more money.  There, he found J.P. Hale, 
manufacturer of the commercial piano, who invested $1.5 million.

In 1881, before construction began, a huge fire devastated the thumb area.  One report said that 
the fire burned 2,000 square miles, killed 280 people and left 15,000 homeless.  Newspapers 
of the time are quoted as saying “enough is already known to warrant the assertion that a 
more terrible disaster never visited 
a community in a time of peace.”  
The idea of harvesting timber in the 
area literally went up in smoke. The 
positive aspect in all the devastation 
however was that the land was now 
cleared.  People living in the area 
before the fire grumbled that there 
were just too many trees for farming.  
The fire opened up the land.

Since funds were available, the 
investors decided to plow ahead, 
though they changed the terminus 
point from Port Austin to Caseville.  
On October 8, 1883, the first 
passenger train departed Pontiac 
headed for Caseville.  There is no 
mention of how many people were 
on-board, but great numbers and 
fanfare met the train at every stop 
along the route.

Appendix C: History
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The line struggled and never became profitable.  Hale died in 1883 and his lawyer, Hugh Porter 
later bought the line for $600,000, a fraction of the original cost, to settle the estate.  In 1889, 
Porter renamed the line, Pontiac, Oxford, & Northern, which was abbreviated as the P.O. & N.  
It is easy to see how the name ‘Polly Ann’ derived from these initials.  One account had this to 
say, “It was dubbed the ‘Polly Ann’, sometimes affectionately, often because of its questionable 
service, schedule delays, heavy snows that would stall trains for days, and motive power 
breakdowns.  Porter was not able to manage the line into profitability either and began to write 
himself large checks, so by the turn of the century, the line went into receivership.  Grand Trunk 
Western (GTW), with only $400,000 invested, finally took over the line in 1909.

Outside of Pontiac, the communities serviced were all so sparsely populated, passengers never 
reached sufficient numbers to support the line.  The fertile farmland, known for its wheat, bean, 
and sugar beet crops contributed valuable tonnage to the railroad.  It was said that there was 
always a free bag of beans to be had by the train’s crew whenever they had to layover.  The 
term ‘out to beans’ became synonymous with ‘out to lunch’.  Revenue continued to decline, so 
in 1932, service reduced to ‘tri-weekly mixed’, mixing passenger and freight service on the same 
train, three days a week.  With all the freight and mail stops along the way, passengers were in 
for a long day aboard the Polly Ann rail line, a fact that continued to erode passenger service.

Oxford had the world’s largest gravel mines, which were the source of carloads for the Grand 
Trunk Western.  This regular assigned job was known as the ‘mud run’ during the 1930s and 
1940s.  The gravel was used for road construction and for the runways at nearby Selfridge Air 
Force Base.  By the 1950s, the run became an extra, and was called the ‘Gravel Extra’.  A man 
assigned to the ‘Gravel Extra’ could count on a continuous 16-hour duty.  Law prescribed 16 
hours as the maximum duty time allowable.

The P. O. & N. picked up a new nickname, ‘Poor, Old, & Neglected’.  Mixed service was 
discontinued in 1955 when the line went freight only.  By 1959, diesel was everywhere except 
the GTW Cass Subdivision of which the Polly Ann was a part.  The ‘poor old line’ was the very 
last to receive new motive power.  This was great for train bugs, as the line offered a final 
opportunity to witness and photograph steam engines that were long gone from most other 
areas.  On March 27, 1960, steam was finally replaced with diesel.  The last train to service the 
full length of the line was on February 9, 1984.  Grand Trunk Western Railroad agreed to sell the 
railroad corridor to the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  A federal grant was 
awarded in 1993 and was matched by the DNR that same year providing more than $728,000 to 
purchase the corridor from GTW.

The remains of the Polly Ann corridor lay quietly in various states of passive use until formal 
development began in 1997 via the Polly Ann Trailway Management Council.  Preservation 
of the corridor is owed to the very hard work and foresight of dedicated local residents who 
envisioned the value this resource would provide to the increasingly densely populated area. 
Once ‘Poor, Old, & Neglected’, the Polly Ann Trail has been transformed into a precious local 
resource for recreation, physical and social connections, and green space linkages.

~Adapted from the writings of Larry Rumley, Janine Saputo, and Rex Halfpenny.~
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Appendix D: Summary of Events + Accomplishments

18
83 • First passenger train from Pontiac to Caseville departs on October 8

19
81 • Paint Creek Trail Commission is formed (first non-motorized rail-trail in Michigan)

19
84 • Last train runs to service the full length of the line on February 9

19
86 • Rails to Trails Conservancy is formed

19
88 • Michigan Chapter of the Rails to Trails Conservancy is formed

19
91

• Pauline Blanka invites Rex & Mary Halfpenny, Chris & Tom Podsiadlik, and Sue 
Senyk to speak to Oakland County Commissioner Larry Obrecht at her kitchen table 
with the idea of a creating a trail on the P.O. & N. Railroad

19
93 • Landowners along P.O. & N. Railroad oppose trail and file lawsuit

19
95

• Addison Township Friends of the Polly Ann Trail pass out literature at the Leonard 
Strawberry Festival to gain support and raise the awareness on the benefits of the 
Polly Ann Trail

• Construction begins on 1.9 miles of Polly Ann Trail in the Village of Oxford

19
97

• Michigan Supreme Court declined to hear appeal from landowners along P.O. & N. 
Railroad

• Oxford appoints Curtis Wright and Ron Davis to Polly Ann Trail Commission on July 
23

• Michigan DNR MNRTF grants $728,000 to purchase 12.2 miles of Grand Trunk 
Railroad property (Polly Ann Trail is owned by Michigan DNR) August 24

• Michigan DNR grants $58,000 per year for the next three years to operate and 
manage the trail (Polly Ann Trail is managed by Polly Ann Trail Management Council)

• Polly Ann Trail Management Council interlocal agreement is established between 
Orion Township, Addison Township, Oxford Township, Village of Oxford, and Village 
of Leonard on September 19
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19
98

• First Polly Ann Trail Management Council meeting held in April

• Polly Ann Trail Management Council members include: Curtis Wright, Tom Athans, 
Rex Halfpenny, Richard DiCea, Colette Dywasuk, Robert Koski, Ron Davis, Eugene 
Mallia, Jim Marleau, Pauline Blanka, and Ed Brakefield

• Polly Ann Trail Management Council obtains 501(c)3 non-profit status 

• County Weekend & Weekday Alternative for Misdemeanants (WWAM) program joins 
Polly Ann Trail as a critical maintenance and development tool 

• Polly Ann Trail holds Grand Opening Event

19
99

• Polly Ann Trail receives $250,000 grant from the DaimlerChrysler Corporation Fund

• MDOT TEA-21 Grant is secured to resurface trail and construct pedestrian bridge 
over M-24

• Eagle Scout Chris Schur of Addison Township makes mile markers for the trail

• First Rural Pearl of a Ride (3, 12, or 42 mile routes) is held on July 10

• Nancy Krupiarz, of the Michigan Chapter of the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, awards 
Michigander Grant of $3,000 to make Village of Leonard trailhead improvements

20
01

• Design and engineering begins for Polly Ann Trail development

• Polly Ann Trail Management Council receives $240,000 from the GreenWays 
Initiative of the Community Foundation of Southeast Michigan for the pedestrian 
bridge over M-24

20
02

• Equestrian ride raises $2,150 for a horse corral, water troughs, fencing, and hitching 
posts at the Village of Leonard trailhead

• Stan Aldridge donates 2.5 miles of abandoned railroad in Orion Township from Joslyn 
Rd. to Scripps Rd. to the Polly Ann Trail Management Council, valued at $250,000

• Polly Ann Trail Management Council members include: Eugene Mallia, Robert Koski, 
Jim Marleau, Pauline Blanka, Ed Brakefield, Renee Donovan, Gerald Dywasuk, 
Kallie Roesner, Mark Slown, and Frank Cobb

20
03 • 2nd Annual Pony Express Equestrian Ride occurs on the PAT
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20
05

• PAT communities approve design of trail development and improvements

• Ground-breaking Ceremony for the surfacing of the Polly Ann Trail held on August 26

• Eagle Scout Max Hock builds eight map boxes and three donation poles for the trail

20
06

• Addison Township opts out of the Polly Ann Trail Management Council due to budget 
constraints and horses not accommodated on portions of the trail in February

• Spans on the pedestrian bridge over M-24 in Oxford are set in place in October

20
07 • Dedication Ceremony at the pedestrian bridge over M-24 in Oxford held on August 4

20
08

• Funding approved for the purchase of additional railroad property in Orion Township, 
removal of the railroad ties, earthwork, grading and surfacing of the trail with 
limestone. The project cost is $420,661 including $294,463 in federal Transportation 
Enhancement funds, $51,198 from Orion Township, and $75,000 in GreenWays 
Initiative funds from the Community Foundation of Southeast Michigan

• Addison Township rejoins the Polly Ann Trail Management Council in September

20
09 • DNR approves $120,000 equestrian trail demonstration project

20
10 • Village of Leonard receives $22,500 from DNR MNRTF for the acquisition of the 

Leonard Mill

20
11 • Polly Ann Trail Management Council receives $500 Brooksie Way Mini Grant for the 

Rural Pearl of a Ride

20
12 • A portion of the Polly Ann Trail is designated as the Governor’s Showcase Trail (now 

known as the Iron Belle Trail) from Detroit to Ironwood, MI

20
13 • Oakland County Sheriff deputy, David Slazinski spends time on the Polly Ann Trail as 

a bike patrol

20
14 • Zombie Fun Run held

20
15 • Lake George Trailhead in Addison Township completed

20
16 • Polly Ann Trail awarded Iron Belle Trail Mini-Grant to install wayfinding signs
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20
17

• City Girls Farm hired to bring goats to the Polly Ann Trail for conservation grazing to 
reduce invasive plant species

• Improvements made to the Clarkston Road Trailhead in Orion Township

20
18

• Bridge over M-24 in the Village of Oxford is formally named the Larry Obrecht Bridge

• PATMC votes to allow class 1 e-bikes on the Polly Ann Trail

• Sinkhole developed on Wood Trail Drive in Oxford Township

20
19

• Polly Ann Trail is designated as a Pure Michigan Trail

• New mile markers are installed along the full length of the trail

Trail Managers

• Larry Obrecht Trail Manager from 1997-2001

• Amy Murray Trail Manager from January 2002 — June 2004

• Lois Golden Trail Manager from July 2004 — May 2006

• Amy Murray Trail Manager from June 2006 — November 2007

• Linda Gierak Trail Manager from December 2007 — May 2008

• Troy Farwell Trail Manager from June 2008 — December 2010

• Juliane Bagley Trail Manager from April 2011 — July 2013

• Patrick Ball Trail Manger from October 2013 — September 2016

• Linda Moran Trail Manager from October 2016 — Present
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The information provided herewith has been compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys and other public records. It is not a legally recorded map or survey and is not intended to be used as one. Users should consult the information sources mentioned above when questions arise.

Online Survey Participant ZIP Code Map
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1
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ZIP Code Responses ZIP Code Responses ZIP Code Responses ZIP Code Responses
48371 35 48085* 3 48042* 1 48308* 1
48360 22 48455 3 48047* 1 48320* 1
48362 16 48462 3 48065* 1 48423* 1
48359 14 48220* 2 48074* 1 48428* 1
48367 13 48346 2 48084* 1 48467* 1
48370 6 48363 2 48096* 1 48731* 1
48307 5 48372* 2 48178* 1 48760* 1
48348 5 48383* 2 48302* 1 49428* 1
48326 4 48446* 2 48306 1 *not represented on map

Waterford

Pontiac

DrydenHadley

Q. 1  What ZIP Code do you currently live in? (n = 158)  # of responses

Appendix E: Online Public User Survey Results
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Q. 2  How old are you?
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28

73
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40

7

3

Walk

Bike

Ride My 
Horse

Drive a car

Carpool/
rideshare

Bus/NOTA

(n = 326)  # of responses

Q. 3  How do you typically get to the trail?
(n = 332)  Response Rate

38%

0.6% 0.3%

35%

23%

3%

NOTE: All the following responses were collected from the Online Public Survey and have not 
been edited for grammar or spelling and have been printed exactly as they were received.
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Q. 4  There is adequate parking along the trail.

For fitness or recreation

To walk my pet

Nature Observation

Other

Training for a future walk/bike/run event

To visit with family/friends

Choices that were available and were 
not selected:
To get to work  (0%)
To go to the store or run errands (0%)
To get to school (0%)

(n = 319)  Response Rate

Q. 5  What is the main reason you visit the trail?
(n = 323)    Response Rate

22%

24%

54%

Agree

Disagree

Not Applicable

7.4%

2.5%

76.2%

5%

8.4%
0.6%
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Q. 6  What is your primary activity while on the trail?
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I did not use the 
Polly Ann Trail in 
the past year

1-2 times 

3-5 times 

6-10 times 

11 or more times

(n = 322)  # of responses

Q. 7  On average, how often did you use or visit the Polly Ann Trail within
the PAST YEAR?
(n = 320)  Response Rate

46%

5%

17%

18%

13%
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Q. 8  On average, how much time do you spend on the trail on each visit?
(n = 314)   Response Rate

Q. 9  Is there anything that prevents you from using the trail more?
(n = 269)    # of responses

Less than 30 minutes 

30 minutes to 1 hour 

1 to 2 hours 

More than 2 hours

41%

17%

39%

2%

Nothing prevents me from using the trail

I don’t have time

Lack of pathway connections to the trail

Other

Lack of restrooms

Lack of parking

Difficult for me to get to

Don’t feel safe/had a bad 
experience on the trail

200 40 60 100 140

124

62

33

27

21

15

15

12

Too crowded 2

80 120
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Q. 10  What is the biggest problem or condition that needs to be
 addressed on the Polly Ann Trail? (select up to 3)
(n = 299)  # of responses

Lack of restrooms 

Trail surface condition 

Lack of drinking fountains

Trail courtesy 

Not applicable 

Horse manure

Speeding bicycles

Lack of parking

200 40 60 80 100

99

52

50

45

43

32

32

32

Dog waste

Road crossings

Safety/security 

Lack of directional/wayfinding signage

Stray dogs 

Too crowded

Barriers to universal access/limited 
mobility access issues

31

27

21

17

14

2

2

Q. 11  Overall, how would you rate the Polly Ann Trail?
(n = 257)   # of responses

122

112

19

1

1

2
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Q. 12  Do you attend events on the trail?
(n = 281)  Response Rate

Q. 13  Where do you get your information regarding the Polly Ann Trail
 and events? Check all that apply.
(n = 268)    # of responses

Yes No

78%

22%

Yes

No

Trail Facebook page 

Word of mouth 

Trail website 

Local print or online newspapers  

Other 

Trail brochure/map

Trail Manager 

Flyers/posters in kiosks along the trail 

200 40 60 100 140

135

91

64

40

26

24

17

17

Calling the Trail Office 3

80 120
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Q. 14  What is your favorite thing about the Polly Ann Trail?
(n = 216)    Responses

• Most people are so nice and the trail is gorgeous year-around.
• proximity to where I live, water fountain, parking, friendly people, events, walk to friends 

houses, walk to town, ice cream, coffee, benches, picnic tables, trees, its my secret garden! 
Love the Trail!.

• Kept in perfect condition
• Rural and natural settings
• flat even trail with nice overlooks
• Wide flat surface.
• The distance it covers.
• The connector to Paint Creek Trail
• Variety of trail type, paved gravel, single track grass in the N end.
• Scenic and remote feeling.
• You feel like your upnorth on most tof the trail
• Not crowded.  And fast dry surface after rain or snow melt when other trails are too wet and 

would cause damage.
• Relaxing
• So beautiful!
• A place to ride without cars trucks...
• The distance of riding it offers
• Just an awesome trail
• The natural foliage along the trail. Looking at all the different plants and flowers is a wonderful 

way to de-stress and revive.
• It is kept natural.
• Views.
• Scenic nature and beauty
• We are lucky to have it, love the shade parts of it provide.
• Nature
• “It is wide enough that my horse cart can fit without taking the entire trail.  

It is well maintained.”
• I like the footing to ride horses
• Country atmosphere
• That is not too crowded... it’s scenic.
• The surroundings
• The natural environment and the joy of seeing wild life as I bike.
• My favorite thing is that it is such a wonderful community asset .
• It’s beautiful!
• I love the paved trail within the natural setting.
• getting off the roads
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• Overall scenery and wide trail
• “Linda ! 

That it isn’t to popularity”
• The paved parts. So much easier to walk and ride.
• Its across the street from my house in Leonard. Gives my family and I a safe place to bike 

ride and see nature. Great to see horses and others pass by too.
• It is safer than trying to bike on the edge of the road.
• beautiful place to get to ride my bike or walk.
• It’s mostly paved
• Long length. Good trail conditions.
• the northern section is not usually crowded
• you can use the trail even if the the roads are wet. The trail is dry due to the good drainage
• accessable, beautiful trail & foliage, peaceful!
• Good surface, light traffic
• Everything, natural beauty, love that is not paved , maintenance, improvements made by trail 

manager to avoid water accummulation, etc.
• Nature and wildlife
• The peacefulness, talking with others
• Easy walk through nature.
• Easy riding,  scenery
• Quiet! Trail north of Oxford is beautiful
• More rural and Not as crowded as others
• All of it ! The trail is never crowded and the  ride is fantastic !
• That it has kept its woodsy looks in many sections, and that is so well kept up by the Trail 

Manager.
• It’s maintained nicely
• Peaceful. &  quiet
• Safety
• Nice quiet, uncrowded place to walk my dog daily.
• The little bits of nature along the trail. Butterfly gardens etc.
• That it’s easily accessible
• The asphalt is easy on me compared to concrete.  It is scenic and pretty, it is quiet.
• Nice walkway
• Quiet safe way to walk.
• Very rustic environment in some areas.   Well maintained paths.
• Less crowded typically than the paint creek trail
• Running past the cemetery where my family members are laid to rest.
• tree canopy along the trail and wildlife.
• I like that it does not follow any road. Makes for quieter riding.
• It close to my home.
• Well maintained trail, brush is cut back well and surface is maintained well
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• well maintained.  It is getting better each year.  I like the area closer to Leonard the best.
• Love it
• Accessibility
• Peaceful
• Accessibility; well maintained; different road surfaces.
• Close to home, good maintenance.
• Riding my bike where the cars are not
• Cleanliness, out of the box way of trying to control invasive species, local to where I live.
• It’s a beautiful peaceful place to walk my dog
• Being out in nature
• The tunnel of trees and dirt track
• It’s a beautiful trail with woods on one side and neighborhoods and lakes on the other.
• Lack of traffic compared to others locally
• the beauty
• Pavement
• The natural setting
• How well it is maintained.  The brush has really been cut back so you can really see down 

the trail.
• Location to my home.
• Close to my front door
• Good route between southwest Orion Township to Oxford then to Leonard
• I like the that it’s rustic and unimproved.  Or not overly improved. More natural. It’s a gem.
• Good footing for horses. Available for horses
• The dense wooded areas. Seeing the wildlife.
• Smooth ground, feels safe
• I love how well it is maintained...i love running  on it.  Ran 10 miles on it today
• The trees, scenery, wild life
• The nature surrounding it
• Just that it’s there!!
• Wide, maintained, miles long!
• Being able to talk a mostly quiet walk in a natural environment.
• Still has a lot of natural portions.
• Peace and quite
• Beautiful vistas.  Peacefulness
• Close to my home, trail is well-drained, scenic.
• I love all the wetlands. I often stop at the ponds, swamps and marshes to look for wildlife, 

especially birds.
• Close to my home so I can use it.
• Nature
• Love the varied nature of the entire trail - from city, to fields, to woods...
• Close to my house
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• Close to home
• Riding through nature.
• Nature
• It goes places that I could not get to otherwise.
• Beng foutcode and enjoying the nature!  The butterfly garden.....need more things like that!
• Overall condition of the trail, lots of access points, not as crowded as the Paint Creek trail 

and less high traffic road crossings. Friendly trail community.
• Not crowded. Good trail condition. Goes through Oxford.
• Length
• The scenery
• Close to home and it is very scenic. It is also very well maintained!!
• Love enjoying nature as I walk, run or bike.
• Nature
• The beauty and upkeep.
• Rural sections
• I love the beauty and tranquility of being out of n nature and the fact that it is not 

overcrowded.
• Length of trail.
• Quiet and not Crowded
• I like being able to ride my bike, walk and jog with my friends and my dogs without the 

worries of someone hitting me. I bought my house because of the easy access to the trail. I 
used to ride my horse on it for hours. Love it.

• The wide paths, and it’s less crowded then paint creek trail.
• Love the natural streams and the water life.
• Locatioj
• “No road traffic 

Quiet”
• It is a get away from traffic and seeing anything man-made.  It is my way to de-stress and get 

back with nature.
• Peaceful. Not busy. Cycle or walk with ease. It’s a true gift to us here in Oakland County. 

Thanks for maintaining it!!!!
• Shade
• How long the trail goes.
• Very natural and a nice environment
• The trees and undeveloped areas around the trail.
• Drainage is good so it doesn’t get muddy
• Nature
• Wide trail!
• How well maintained the trail is
• It is not very crowded and when you get north it is very peaceful. I also love not having to 

worry about traffic.
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• I love the part of the trail as you ride out of downtown Oxford towards Leonard. It reminds me 
of being up north.

• It’s a bit more rugged and remote than other rail trails in the area.
• Trails are wide and it’s maintained
• It’s nature at it’s finest.
• That it is horse-friendly, especially the more north you go.
• Peacefulness
• Natural beauty quiet and peaceful
• Safe to ride bike trail close to my home.
• Quiet unlike Paint Creek
• Nothing can’t ride snowmobiles on it
• I like the width of the path, it allows for comfortable passing and good views along the way.
• Scenery
• Peace and quiet
• Nature and length
• I like so many things about the Polly Ann. The wildlife and natural vegetation top my list.
• It is well maintained and has convenient access points. It’s so peaceful there.
• The fact that we have such a trail to begin with!
• “It’s like being in a farther north area 

And more nature on the sides than let’s say the Clinton trail in Auburn Hills or a city”
• Close to home,safe place too bike
• Being able to gl from lake orion to the cider mill in goodison
• It’s wide and well-kept
• I love that we have this trail!
• It’s really scenic and not too crowded!
• Easy access, I live how it is connected to the parks!
• Easy on the joints for a run or walk
• Scenery
• Easy to access.
• Close 2 home.
• The views are amazing
• The trees
• They are accessible. Pretty views. Wide
• I haven’t used it much but I really like the  things that make it unique, like the bridges. And I 

like the nature.
• Well manicured. It looks great
• Convenience of location
• Shaded walking in summer
• Well groomed.
• It’s natural yet easy to traverse.
• the nature you see
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• The beauty of it.
• The landscape
• The nature setting.  The up North atmosphere.
• Accessibility from my house, and the maintenance of the trail has been exceptional.
• Safety from vehicle traffic.
• Beautiful and convenient.
• It’s easy access to nature in our area, plus offers a good place to run without dodging traffic.
• The beautiful scenery along the trail
• Nice walking area
• I love that it follows the river and is tree covered
• Landscape
• Close to home, not crowded, nice vistas comparable to the upper peninsula.  Wildlife is 

commonly seen including deer, turkeys, snakes, frogs, swans, skunks.  Trail runs a long 
distance.  The trail managers for the past years have been very attentive to taking care of 
maintenance issues very quickly.

• The tunnel of trees. The rustic feel of the trail. At is at both ends of the trail
• It is a wonderful space in our community
• How quiet and tranquil it is.
• Beautiful scenery, being in nature.
• It’s close to my house, only a block away.
• Surroundings
• It connects me to downtown Oxford in a safe way that doesn’t involve using my automobile.  

The trail in Oxford Township is heavily used and well taken care of.
• The distance is amazing
• It’s natural beauty
• The abundance of trees and nature, the natural surface of the trail (except for Leonard’s 

ashpalt). It is not used my many people in the middle of the week and I can ‘be with nature’ 
all by myself.

• The trail takes you through woods, and meadows, away from roads.
• Varied scenery. From urban to rural.
• Natural beauty
• rural bueaty
• Like being up north... love it. I wish it was easier to get to, can it be linked with paint creek?
• Very well maintain, grass cutting, tree and brush removal and surface maintenance
• Not as crowded as the popular Paint Creek Trail.
• Tree lined beauty and we’ll maintained.
• Not too crowded, tree cover
• Better than riding roads
• Well maintenanced!
• Fun to ride on.
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• I can run and not have to watch for cars. And it is near trees, mostly non-paved ... feels like 
being in nature.

• That it is a groomed surface thru nature.

• Dumping and debris on the trail and the right-of-way especially yard clippings and tree 
branches

• Dog waste, Invasive: phragmities, bitter sweet vines. In Orion by state land- bugs during the 
summer and hunters during the fall. Very sad when ATVs use trail and the vandals ruin trail. 
Would love trail through golf course verses going around and would love the trail connecting 
from Indianwood to M-24.

• Not applicable
• Narrow and sidewalk portion of trail near Bald Mountain
• adjacent homes with dogs and trash in yards
• Would like the transition to Lapeer county to be seamless.
• Nothing.
• The northern part approaching and north of Dryden is underdeveloped and difficult to ride on 

with anything but a fat bike.
• Crossing paved roads, vehicles do not acknowledge pedestrians
• No safe connectivity to the Paint Creek Trail.
• The smell of dog waste
• Seeing invasive plants
• Speed of bikers
• Downed trees limiting access
• Wish it was closer
• Nothing!
• I would like to see it extended both north and south from its current maintain stretch
• Rude bikers (the ones who silently approach from behind with no warning and scare me and 

my dogs).
• Parking is difficult for horsetrailers
• Stranger danger
• Horse manure
• Lack of restrooms
• Bikes
• Bicyclists lack of respect to horses. No signage of who yields to who.
• I wish it connected not only to Orion oaks but also independence park. That would be lovely 

Q. 15  What DON’T you like about the Polly Ann Trail?
(n = 200)    Responses
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and open the opportunity for so many more to walk/bike without being on the roads.
• Surface
• I hate that I have to put my bike in the car to drive to the trail.  I live in the village of Lake 

Orion and it is impossible to safely get to the trail  Why????  There should be a connection to 
Lake Orion by now.  It has been years!  Get a safety path that goes to the Polly Ann.

• Trail users that don’t pick up after themselves and leave Waste or garbage on the trail.
• I wish I could just hop on it from home easily.
• No safety/security measures seem to take place.  I have seen a spot where someone may 

have a made a temporary residence just off the trail, north of Leonard Road.
• nothing
• Gravel on certain turns make biking a bit dangerous in a few spots
• There’s some dangerous parts of clarkston
• That the horses still use blacktop and not the part they took out for the horses to use.
• Honestly, those darn deer flies.
• There are areas that get a little muddy.  Also grass/weeds growing through the limestone 

gravel like a two track.
• the snakes and bugs.  walking or riding alone makes me nervous but that would be 

anywhere.  I wish people cleaned up after their dogs many times I seen dog poop right on the 
trails.

• The parts that are not paved
• Lapeer county
• while not specifically your issue, the fact that the surface degrades rapidly into Lapeer Co.  

Also, some road crossings are difficult. In the northern section sometimes the way is blocked 
by downed trees.

• na
• Dog waste - I pick up mine and carry home!  DON’T UNDERSTAND WHY OTHERS CAN’T 

DO tHE sAME!!!!!
• “type of signage 

Mark all cross roads - make easily readable”
• Could have water fountains added
• The cyclists are rude. Feel as though I’m in their way. Bicyclers are fine. It’s the riders who 

are trying to beat their previous time like they are in a race.
• Horse poop
• What’s not to like!
• There is nothing I don’t like about it.
• Nothing
• Nothing really
• Swans
• Section directly next to Lakeville Rd in Oxford
• People letting their dogs walk unleashed.
• Horses are allowed to use it.
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• Some spots I feel isolated and vulnerable.
• Lack of bathrooms due to having kids
• Rude bikers
• Wish there were more access points.
• The huge animal holes that wrecks your bike tires
• That big ass bridge I have to run over lol.
• several wet spots depending on time of year. Lack of water fountain at Leonard area.
• I know you said from Joslyn to Bordman, but I would like to see the trail finished to Dryden. I 

think this would increase usage as the trail end would provide amenities.
• The trail can get really dusty, but that is the nature of crushed limestone, so not much can be 

done about it.
• “Owners walking dogs without leashes.   

 
Also, it would be nice to have a more direct route to the newer part of the trail south of 
Indianwood.   
 
Maintain it in Lapeer county also.”

• Nothing
• How you have to ride your bike along busy road to get back on the trail off Oakwood. Reopen 

the RR track that’s blocked so dont have to ride next to road
• It needs to connect from Joslyn Rd to Indianwood Rd.
• Extremely dusty in the summer.  A lot of horse manure and it takes weeks for it to break 

down.
• not sure
• I wish it connected to Seymour Lake Park.
• Lack of plowing in the winter and dog waste.
• Trail surface gets a little rough at times
• Horse poop
• People who use headphones or earbuds so they do not hear someone overtaking them.
• Condition of the trail.
• Walkers wearing music devises that don’t hear bikers approach
• getting to it and parking....wish there was a better connection from paint creek
• Feel a little unsafe on the north end by Leonard
• Maybe another bathroom.
• Not maintain well enough.
• Nothing
• Swans and geese have been a problem for me. But also the Joslyn jog on the sidewalk. Not 

much you can do about that.
• Occasionally there are jokes on the side that are very dangerous for horses
• Some areas have standing water and get muddy very easily.
• N/A
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• People do not keep thier dogs on the leash on the trail
• lack of marked parking spots in some areas
• O
• People walking dogs without a leash.
• No comment
• Overgrown areas or bushes unable to see around the bend
• Poor surface, lack of places to stop.
• Can’t really think of anything.
• Off leash dogs or dogs on retractable leads that stray far far away from their oblivious 

owners.
• Road crossings...lack of toilets
• N/A
• Having to dodge waste.
• I live a bit far from the trail, but that is not the trail’s fault.
• nothing....
• I use the trail every week with runs from 3-15 miles. I typically park at the Mullins soccer 

fields off Waldon. I would love a big lot at marker 0 off of Joslyn. The trail deserves an official 
starting point. It would be great if the trail could run straight to Indianwood without the little 
stretch along Joslyn. That stretch has uneven sidewalk along the golf course and Indianwood 
and is narrow making it difficult for bikers and runners to share the path. The intersections 
with Joslyn and Pine Tree and Joslyn and Indianwood are often busy. The subdivision along 
Joslyn just north of Pine Tree always has teenagers flying in and out and they are a hazard 
to us on the trail. If we had the rights to continue the path straight through to Indianwood 
that would eliminate those hassles. No more asphalt on the trail. It’s a tough surface for the 
runners. The intersection at Greenfield has been plagued with geese the past couple years.

• Poor trail condition between Leonard and Dryden.
• Trail quality north of Dryden. Detour on Joslyn.
• Na
• Nothing
• Parking
• It’s a bit secluded and seems a little unsafe for me to use alone.
• It’s like going through peoples backyards at some points!
• Road or driveway crossings need to be trimmed of shrubs and trees to see better.  Also I 

know the swans at the Lake George section have not bothered anyone but they scare a lot of 
people from going by them.  Maybe fence of the swamp area they access to.

• People who allow their dogs off leash or let them go on a long leash.
• Could use more bathroom’s, and water fountains
• Hate the hideous, unnecessary “bridge” that killed the running stream and the wildlife that 

were once there.
• It does not connect easily (via M24 trail) to downtown Oxford.
• Pedestrians not picking up after their pets.
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• There is not anything I dislike.
• Secluded. Don’t always feel safe.
• Not a single thing. It’s a perfect trail.
• Lack of parking
• “Lack of drinking fountains. 

Farther north, past Oxford HS...it’s pretty desolate, feels unsafe at times.”
• Can’t think of anything
• It’s not long enough.  Would love to see it developed further.
• Lack of bathroom in Oxford near Merge, their hours are not consistent and they close early 

evenings.
• Dog waste NOT picked up by owners.
• Dog waste
• Rude bikers
• The tough shape after leaving Oakland county at bordman road.
• The part of the trail on that runs perpendicular to the golf course. The side walk is terrible and 

feels unsafe.
• No easy/safe connection to other rail trails.
• Power lines- which I know there is nothing you can do. I just hate being that close to them.
• Low areas need to be re-surfaced.
• Some bikers don’t respect the horse/rider.
• Lack of trees in some spots
• Too many dog walkers that allow their dogs off leash. Even though I am a dog lover and 

walk my dog there, strange dogs terrify me, especially off leash. My dog is always leashes 
because although she isn’t mean at all, she can be reactive to other dogs and off leash dogs 
really set her off barking and then it is very hard to get her calm again.

• In July the deer flies are so bad the trail is unusable to me.
• Not sure. Things out of your control such as swarms of bugs or people with loose dogs
• Can’t ride snowmobiles
• The smell of dog waste.
• People speeding on bikes and not being careful.
• Trash left behind by others.
• Bathrooms
• Not enough areas to rest and difficult with stroller
• I don’t like the way that the person with a hack saw has attacked the vegetation along the 

trail.  Crudely cutting vegetation and throwingn it into the swampy areas is choking out the 
swamp vegetation and the animals that call this home.  A reputable person needs to be hired 
to trim (with sharpened tools) and remove the brush to a location off-site.

• I would love if it would connect closer to Baldwin road
• I generally use the entrance off Clarkston Rd bc there is a good sized parking lot.
• Too soft at yimesezpecially in spring.
• Boring
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• It’s all good!
• Not paved all the way/ no bathrooms
• N/A
• that it doesn’t connect to Paint Creek trail
• I wish the portion in Lapeer county was improved.
• I wish there was an access point to get on and off behind the soccer fields at civic Center
• Pathway connections need to be better
• Lack of restrooms.
• Dogs not on leashes or not fenced in.
• Lack of bathrooms
• The loose asphalt right before Clarkston road
• In the fall the wet leaves can be treacherous on the blacktop areas that are on steep inclines. 

Indianwood one for example
• I don’t know of any parking areas other than the one on Indianwood rd.
• Hard to get to from the paint creek trail and downtown LO
• Too many rocks and some rude bicyclists
• Nothing that I don’t like
• Some areas are too desolate & I will not walk them.
• Lack of restrooms
• not enough rest rooms and neds more parking
• The Joslyn section south of Indianwood is rough as a cyclist. Either ride on the very bad 

side walk by the golf course or ride on the narrow shoulder road. I feel safe to riding on the 
road but I can imagine many others would not. Also it can be frustrating to relax on the trail 
knowing I will still have to ride roads.

• I wish it was not asphalted north of Drahner Road. And I wish the parking lot on Indianwood 
was bigger. It gets a lot of use.

• No signage for directions or mileage.
• The Road Crossings.
• No crossing lights at Indianwood Road!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
• I wish I had a better understanding of what all of the trails are like, I’m sure I’m missing some 

of the more scenic areas.  Also, sometimes it’s hard to tell where the trail continues ( like 
heading north across Joslyn )

• I’d just like to see the whole trail system expanded and connected to other trails throughout 
the state.

• Lack of bathroom available
• Not applicable
• Some users don’t pick up animal waste
• the dogs that wander on the trail, people pulling onto the trail to smoke weed.
• “I have a few safety concerns about the trail 

1) There needs to be trail side mirrors around tight corners, especially by Koenig gravel. 
2) Mile markers are convenient, but marks on mile markers should include more information if 
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someone needed emergency care. 
3) The removal of barriers to cars to comply with Americans with disabilities act adds a real 
hazard to the trail.  The trail is wide enough to look like a road and cars shouldn’t be on 
the trail.  A single centrally place brightly colored post (similar to the M-24 bridge) should 
be added to all possible locations for ingress of full sized motor vehicles.  It would still be 
compliant with the ADA requirements. 
The trail should also be maintained north of the Lapeer county border.  I’ve ridden all the way 
down from Lum and while passable it isn’t particularly easy. 
In addition maps of cell phone dead zones would be a useful addition to the trail’s web sites.”

• “Horse poop 
The trail along Joslyn road is very rough. I know several people who got lost at the turn at 
Joslyn and Heights.”

• Does not apply
• I would love to see a park or other places we could stop with kiddos.
• Could use a bathroom or two, but that opens a whole set of issues.
• I don’t feel safe. Feels too isolated.
• It doesn’t connect well to Downtown Oxford. The bridge over M24 is great, but it goes over 

downtown Oxford, and there is not a good connection.
• Like everything
• There is a lack of restrooms and drinking fountains. Using other path systems to get other 

locations less than a mile off the trail proves cumbersome due to incomplete trails, shared 
lanes, and sidewalks in the area.

• It was difficult to find a trailhead
• Horse poop The trail along Joslyn road is very rough. I know several people who got lost at 

the turn at Joslyn and Heights.
• I don’t feel safe. Feels too isolated.
• Some sections get muddy, and some equestrians leave horse poop.
• The eastern section is not groomed like the western half of the trail., so It’s hard to ride a bike 

on the eastern section of the trail.
• It needs to go to Imlay City.
• Nothing
• lack of connectivity to the PCT
• How it stops south near golf course and you have to go around
• Horse manure, chipmonk holes
• Not as scenic as other trails
• Can’t think of a thing !
• Isn’t maintain that well north of Leonard
• Cannot think of anything.
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• Difficult to access from the Paint Creek Trail. Signs from one to another are poor or 
inadequate. This could have been dealt with years ago but now it is difficult, perhaps even 
unsafe to negotiate the connections. The northern most portion of the trail could be finished 
at least to be ridable and not mushy.

• I’m always nervous about dogs. Some houses along the trail don’t seem to keep their dogs 
leashed or behind a fence, or walkers have their dogs on too long of a leash

• The trails Council seems to be an excellent one and it shows tremendous cooperation among 
the members for the residents who use the trail.

• No
• Please coordinate with Lapeer county for the good of the trail as a whole.
• It would be great to see it connect to surrounding rail trails directly, especially going north.
• It would be great to see improvement of trail in far eastern portion
• Great trail, please connect it better.
• Love the work done on it! Beautiful
• You are doing a great job with what you have.
• Please keep it going.
• Friends of Polly Ann are doing a great job
• It would be great if it ran the entire rail line all the way in to Pontiac
• I love the trail and appreciate all that has been done to maintain it. I especially love the new 

dog waste bags that have been added at Pleasant Street! So handy for those times I forget to 
bring my own!

• Oakland county side very well maintained, yet Lapeer county side is in need of work. I would 
use much more of the trail if I could use the entire trail.

• The path should be asphalt so bikes don’t get so dusty.
• It is a gem in Oxford and I really need to spend more time on it!
• I was not aware of events on the trail.
• Water!!
• 22 years I’ve watched the trail improve. You all have done a great job. Thanks for making the 

trail a highlight of our community.
• I do enjoy the asphalt section through Leonard the most.
• It’s a great trail. I wish it was fully paved.
• Finish it to Dryden
• Thank you for the hardwork on keeping the trail in top shape. I ride many trails in michigan 

and i have not seen a more beautiful one.
• I think the trail is a gem and your doing a great job. I remember walking the trail and not 

seeing anyone.  Now it is rare to not see someone.

Q. 16  Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the Polly
 Ann Trail?
(n = 200)    Responses
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• No
• It is the main trail we use by default because we live 2 blocks from it. When I use other area 

trails it reminds me the Polly Ann is my favorite
• Linda Moran does a great job as trail manager !
• Keep up the good work. Maintenance is great
• I wish I could connect to it from Ortonville, but my local government sucks.
• Nope
• Valuable resource for the community and should be maintained and promoted.
• Thanks for keeping the trails 👍
• Would be awesome to extend trail past Boardman road into Dryden and beyond.
• I like the trail and use it when I can get out.
• I am very impressed with the effort and energy that the trail manager (Linda Moran) puts into 

the trail, it is a success because of her.
• no
• Connect the RR tracks back so can go straight across Oakwood Rd, not on the bumping 

sidewalk
• No; keep up the good work
• Linda does s great job of communicating on events, issues, and maintenance times/locations.
• Linda is a great trail manager!
• I LOVE the paved section!
• Please have horse owners clean up after themselves.
• Not specific to the trail but related to local pedestrian access in general. The road 

construction has prevented or limited pedestrian travel. Additionally, drivers have no idea how 
to interact with pedestrians crossing at the new round abouts.

• love the trqil
• Your ongoing efforts are highly appreciated!!
• The trail could use more funding, so it could be maintained.
• Well maintained
• Thanks
• One of my favorite riding trails!
• Please extend to brown rd
• Makes being part of Oxford feel homey and yet current....place for every person to find 

something that they can use the trail for...accessible...most parts are beautiful.
• Parking!
• I love it! Linda does a wonderful job taking care of it!
• 👍👍
• I do sometimes get to walk on the trail when I visit a business in Oxford that is right there. 

Having a little bit of commerce along the trail is a good thing.
• You have a WONDERFUL Trail Manager!!!!
• I love the trail and want to see it continue to prosper. Would it be possible to list events on the 

Facebook page like the Run Michigan Cheap races?
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• Thank you for taking care of the trail!! I would be so upset if it wasn’t there.
• Connect directly to downtown Oxford. Also there is no trail to connect on Indianwood road 

from M24
• Keep up the great work. I love the trail!
• Love it! Great asset to the community
• N/A
• I appreciate the efforts to promote drainage and grooming of the trail, especially Hosner to 

Leonard.
• Thank you for the doggy poop bags and garbage cans!!! Now if dog owners would use.....
• Thank you for the garbage cans and dog poop bags... now if the owners used them......
• Thank you
• Current trail manager is doing an outstanding job!
• I don’t live near the trail and just recently visited for the first time this summer. After being 

a daily visitor to the CRT, PCT, and the MOT, I have to say Polly Ann May be my favorite. 
Thank you so much for doing all of the trail work so far. I’m looking forward to future projects.

• It would be nice to have a  Port-a John  here and there...
• The Leonard trailhead location frequently does not have the drinking fountains working and 

the water won’t work so we can get water for our animals/horses.
• Love the trail, keep up the great work, thanks.
• Love it
• I don’t think it’s right that grants are used for walkers and bike riders when they pay nothing 

for the use of the trail system! Licensed snowmobilers Pay to use trail systems and are not 
allowed to use this trail system

• You do a great job.  We can always improve.  But it’s wonderful to use.
• We absolutely love the Polly Ann Trail!
• N/A
• It’s my favorite trail!
• No complaints.
• A bathroom at clarkston and rhodes would be nice. Flush toilets.
• I would like to see an extension from Baldwin to Joslyn under the power lines
• I really enjoyed this aspect of Orion.
• There are a group of women who walk at 8:30 daily, we talked about wanting to planting 

annuals, ( mums)  so we could see them daily when walk. We start at Indianwood and 
walk to Oxford wooden pier(park at Indianwood lot  north of Joslyn )  can a 10x 4 foot plot 
surrounded by railroad ties so mowers won’t accidentally cut flowers , be designated by a 
bench?  The plot should have mulch too, to cut down weeding.  If we see weeds, we will pull

• Just a big thanks to Linda Moran and the fantastic job she does!
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• The current Polly Ann Trail Manager, Linda Moran, has done an outstanding job of managing, 
improving, and maintaining the 16.9 mile Polly Ann Trail that was recently designated as a 
Pure Michigan Trail. It is amazing that a trail of this length can look this nice based on the 
extremely limited amount of funds provided by the five (5) participating communities that 
comprise the Polly Ann Trailway Management Council.

• There needs to be crossing lights at the intersection of Indianwood Rd.!!!!!! This is a very 
dangerous crossing!!!! Cars are traveling to fast on Indianwood Rd. There should also be 
a bike lane alongside Indianwood Rd. to get to the trail entrance. Cars drive very fast and 
reckless on this road.

• Keep up the good work improving the trail. Like you added the drinking fountain at Clarkston 
Road.

• The trail is great. I ride it several times a week. They put a lot off work into maintenance of 
the trail

• Great job whomever is in charge.
• A continuation of the Polly Ann Trail that goes south along Joslyn (using the abandoned CN 

rail to the Orion Plant) and east and west (using ITC right-of-ways) respectively to connect 
areas such as: Retail in the Brown Rd. and Baldwin Rd. area; connectivity to Bald Mountain 
State Park; or to the Paint Creek Trail.

• The trail is great. I ride it several times a week. They put a lot off work into maintenance of 
the trail

• Linda has really implemented a lot of improvements and activities to the trail (waste cans, 
water fountains, bicycle repair stations, polinator garden, DIA Inside Out Program, fixed 
sections where water ran down the trail, new signs, trimming the branches, and more...). 
Thanks Linda! Oh, it is the best rail-to-trail in Michigan!

• Trail manager is excellent. A lot of improvements have occurred since she took the helm.
• Thanks
• Keep up the great work
• Love the new signage!
• It would be nice to have trees or something between the trail and the road along Lakeville 

road. The stretch between Koenig’s driveway near Bay Point Drive and the elementary 
school isn’t as nice to run on as the other stretches because it feels like it is directly next to a 
busy road.
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Appendix F: Easements + Agreements
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Appendix G: Draft Plan Availability and Public Hearing Notice
The Public Review Notice and a copy of the Draft Master Plan were posted on the Polly Ann 
Trail website for one month.  The Public Hearing Notice was published in The Oxford Leader 
Newspaper on December 16, 2020.  A copy of each of the notices, Minutes from the Public 
Hearing and the PATMC Master Plan Resolution can be on the following pages.

Notice
Polly Ann Trailway

Public Review of Master Plan

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE POLLY ANN TRAILWAY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
is seeking public input regarding the draft 2021-2025 Polly Ann Trailway Master Plan.  The 
proposed plan will be available for review through December 17, 2020 to January 17, 2021.   A 
formal public hearing regarding the plan will be held via “go to meeting” on January 20, 2021 at 
3:00 pm as part of the regularly scheduled Polly Ann Trailway Management Council meeting.

A hard copy of the draft master plan will not be available for review due to COVID-19.    A digital 
copy of the plan is available on the Trail website at: www.pollyanntrailway.org 

Written comments may be submitted to the Trail Manager at:23 E. Elmwood P.O. Box 112 
Leonard MI 48367 or by email at: manager@pollyanntrailway.org and must be received before 
January 17, 2021. 

Linda S. Moran
Polly Ann Trail Manager
Oakland County

Public Input and Comments
The PATMC received one comment via email during the public comment period. A summary of 
the comment is below:

Concern was expressed about the removal of vegetation along the trail between Indianwood 
and Drahner Roads and the impacts it has had on the trail shoulder and removing screening 
effect that the vegetation provided.  It was recommended that the PATMC allow the natural 
vegetation to return.

Related to this public comment, the PATMC will partner with Oakland County CISMA to 
create an invasive species management plan for the trail and work to improve existing green 
infrastructure, wetlands, mature trees and wildlife habitat.
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Affidavit of Publication for the notice of public 
comment period from December 17, 2020 - 
January 17, 2021 and Public Hearing Notice as 
published in the Oxford Leader on December 16, 
2020.
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An article was published in the Oxford 
Leader on December 2, 2020 related to the 
Polly Ann Trailway Master Plan update.



Polly Ann Trail     |     Trailway Master Plan     |     2021-2025146

Notice of public comment period starting on December 17, 2020 as posted on the Polly Ann Trail website.
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Notice of Public Hearing on January 20, 2021 as posted on the Polly Ann Trail website.
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Appendix H: Public Hearing Minutes 

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE POLLY ANN TRAILWAY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL WAS 
HELD NOVEMBER 18, 2020; 3:00 PM VIA “GotoMeetings” VIDEO CONFERENCE  

(Meeting conducted via video conference due to the health concern of COVID-19 and Governor 
Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-48) 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN CURTIS WRIGHT AT 3:01 P.M. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION: Donni Steele 

 

3. ROLL CALL: (MEMBERS PRESENT) 

Curtis Wright (Chair), OXT- virtually attending from Oxford Township 

Mike McDonald (Vice Chair), LV- virtually attending from Addison Township  

Donni Steele (Treasurer), ORT- virtually attending from Orion Township 

Allison Kemp (Secretary), OXV- virtually attending from the Village of Oxford 

Jonathon Nold, OXT- virtually attending from Oxford Township 

Bruce Pearson, AT- virtually attending from Addison Township  

Ed Brakefield, AT- virtually attending from the Village of Leonard  

Aaron Whatley, ORT- virtually attending from Orion Township 

 

Linda Moran (Trail Manager)- virtually attending from Oxford Township 

Julia Dalrymple, ORT Alternate-sitting in (non-voting)  

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

KEVEN GREENE (non-voting Citizen Rep), OXV 

 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

MOTION BY: Nold SECOND BY: Whatley  

To approve the January 20, 2021 meeting agenda  

      ROLL CALL:  

      AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Nold, Whatley, Pearson, McDonald, Brakefield 

      NAYS: (0) 
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      ABSENT: (0) 

      MOTION CARRIED 

 

5. CONSENT AGENDA: 

MOTION BY: Nold SECOND BY: Whatley    

    To approve the Consent Agenda including: 

a. Approval of the November 18, 2020 Meeting Minutes as amended  
b. Approval of the November 18, 2020 Closed Session Minutes 
c. Treasurers Report 

1. Approval of Bills to be paid = $3,899.85 for November 2020 and $3029.62 for 
December 2020 

2. Receive and File Financial Reports for November 2020 and December 2020 
            d.  Trail Manager Report for December 2020 and January 2021 
 

      ROLL CALL: Amendment to Meeting Minutes  

      AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, Nold, Pearson, McDonald, Brakefield  

      NAYS: (0) 

      ABSENT: (0) 

      MOTION CARRIED 

 

                  ROLL CALL: 

      AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Whatley, Nold, Pearson, McDonald, Brakefield, Kemp 

      NAYS: (0) 

      ABSENT: (0)  

      MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

6. PUBLIC HEARING: Polly Ann Trail 2021-2025 Trailway Master Plan 

MOTION BY: Nold SECOND BY: McDonald 

To open the Public Hearing to discuss the Polly Ann Trail 2021-2025 Trailway Master 
Plan. 

    ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Brakefield, Pearson, Kemp 
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    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (1) Kemp 

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

MOTION BY: Nold SECOND BY: Steele 

To close the Polly Ann Trail 2021-2025 Trailway Master Plan public hearing at 3:12.  

    ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (7) Wright, Steele, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Brakefield, Pearson  

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (1) Kemp  

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 NONE 

 

8. CITIZEN REPRESENTATIVE REPORT: 

NONE 

 

9. Unfinished Business: 

a. Polly Ann Trailway 2021-2025 Master Plan Approval  
 

MOTION BY: Nold SECOND BY: Steele 

To approve the Polly Ann Trail 2021-2025 Trailway Master Plan as presented.  

    ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (7) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Brakefield  

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (1) Pearson  

    MOTION CARRIED 
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b. Resolution to adopt the 2021-2025 Polly Ann Master Plan and Transmittal Letters 
 

MOTION BY: Steele SECOND BY: Whatley  

To approve the Resolution to adopt the 2021-2025 Polly Ann Trailway Master Plan, and 
direct the Polly Ann Trailway Management Council Chairman to forward transmittal 
letters to the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments and Oakland County EDCA, 
and to forward all required documents to the Michigan Departments of Natural 
Resources in required to the 2021-2025 Polly Ann Trailway Master Plan.  

    ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (7) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Brakefield  

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (1) Pearson  

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

MOTION BY: McDonald SECOND BY: Nold  

To officially recognize the comments we received by email as part of the record of this 
meeting so there is no question that they were read and also will become a part of the 
record.  

    ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (7) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Brakefield  

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (1) Pearson  

    MOTION CARRIED 

Trail Manager Linda Moran received an email (forwarded to Council) containing 
comments regarding the Master Plan from Gary Szuch. Mr. Szuch commented that area 
of the Trail between Indianwood and Drahner Road had widened over the years and 
expressed concerns that excessive brush cutting maybe damaging the Trail shoulder 
and surrounding area.  

 

 
10. New Business  

a. Mowing Contract  
 
MOTION BY: Steele SECOND BY: Whatley   
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To approve the mowing contract with Urban Habitat Outdoor Services for a two year 
period with an option for a third year at the flat rate of $750.00 for each full monthly 
mowing occurrence, and authorize the Polly Ann Trailway Management Council 
Chairmen to sign the Mowing Contract, provided that appropriate insurances are up to 
date and held up to date for the duration of the contract. 

ROLL CALL: Amendment to add Appropriate Insurances  

    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Pearson, Brakefield  

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (0)  

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

MOTION BY: Steele SECOND BY: Whatley   

To approve the mowing contract with Urban Habitat Outdoor Services for a two year 
period with an option for a third year at the flat rate of $750.00 for each full monthly 
mowing occurrence, and authorize the Polly Ann Trailway Management Council 
Chairmen to sign the Mowing Contract, provided that insurance is up to date and held up 
to date for the duration of the contract. 

 

ROLL CALL: Original Motion   

    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Pearson, Brakefield  

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (0)  

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

b. Restroom Facilities   
 

MOTION BY: Steele SECOND BY: Nold  

To authorize Aaron Whatley to seek out a draft from OHM for cost of placing permanent 
toilet vault at Water Depot and to give a report at the February meeting. He is also 
authorized to reach out to the (Lake Orion) Engineer.  

ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Pearson, Brakefield  

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (0)  
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    MOTION CARRIED 

 

MOTION BY: Steele SECOND BY: Nold  

To direct Trail Manager Linda Moran to contact Turner Sanitation and order two portable 
toilets at a monthly cost of $90.00 per unit plus delivery fees to be placed at Water Depot 
and Milk Run along the Polly Ann Trail. The cost of portable restrooms to be expensed 
to account 298-852-932.000 Maintenance of Grounds and also to confer with Jeff Stout 
from Lake Orion in case we can tie our order in with his order. 

ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Pearson, Brakefield  

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (0)  

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

c. Document Scanning  
 

MOTION BY: Nold SECOND BY: Wright  

To contact ALCOGARE to do our scanning under the direction of Trail Manager Linda 
Moran and Curtis Wright.  

ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Pearson, Brakefield  

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (0)  

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

d. Contract Work at Water Depot   
 

Agenda item was postponed until the February Polly Ann Trail Management Council 
Meeting to allow for further update. 

NO FURTHER ACTION NEEDED AT THIS TIME 

 

e. Purchase of Hats and T-Shirts  
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MOTION BY: Wright SECOND BY: Nold 

To authorize Polly Ann Trail Manager Linda Moran to provide cost estimates for 
purchasing new Polly Ann Trail hats and T-shirts for the consideration of approval at the 
February 17, 2021 Polly Ann Trailway Management Council meeting.  

ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Pearson, Brakefield 

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (0)  

    MOTION CARRIED 

MOTION BY: Wright SECOND BY: Nold 

To amend previous motion to include golf shirts. 

ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Pearson, Brakefield 

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (0)  

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

11. Closed Session: To consider disclosure contained in an Attorney written opinion letter and 
the PATMC Attorney written letter exempt under MCL 15.268h as Attorney Client Privilege. 

 

MOTION BY: Steele SECOND BY: Nold  

To enter closed session at 4:17 P.M. 

  ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, Nold, McDonald, Pearson, Brakefield  

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (0) 

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

MOTION BY: Brakefield SECOND BY: Steele   

To exit closed session at 4:34 P.M. 

  ROLL CALL:  
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    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, Nold, McDonald, Pearson, Brakefield 

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (0) 

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

a. Trail Manager Employment Status  

MOTION BY: McDonald SECOND BY: Steele 

To authorize the Polly Ann Trail to direct Trail Attorney to draft a contract for maintaining 
Trail Manager as Independent Contractor to the Trail and to make all necessary 
revisions to contract to do so and recommendations to do so and then Trail council 
members Steele and Nold to be the immediate contacts for the attorney to complete this 
task  

ROLL CALL:  

    AYES: (8) Wright, Steele, Kemp, Whatley, McDonald, Nold, Pearson, Brakefield 

    NAYS: (0) 

    ABSENT: (0)  

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

10. Public Comment 

NONE 

 

12. Council Comments 

Kemp, Brakefield, Pearson, McDonald, Whatley, Wright, Moran 

 

13. Adjournment  

MOTION BY: Steele SECOND BY: Nold 

To adjourn at 4:44 p.m. 

 

Ayes: (8) Nays: (0) Absent: (0)  

Motion Carried  
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NEXT REGULAR MEETING: February 17, 2021 

 

CHAIRMAN:   ___________________    SECRETARY: ___________________ 

Curtis Wright                                               Allison Kemp      
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Appendix I: Order of Adoption
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Appendix J: Copy of Transmittal Letter to Oakland County
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Appendix K: Copy of Transmittal Letter to SEMCOG
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Appendix L: Community Park & Recreation Plan Certification Checklist
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January 21, 2021

January 21, 2021
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